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surgency in Africa, global democracy seems to be on the decline. But although 
hopes for the “fourth wave” of democratization seemed to have sputtered out, 

it is possible that democratic governance, not democratic revolution, may be the path forward.
 Modern democratization, then, is the gradual improvement of electoral and legislative 
systems, access to justice and public administration, and provisions of basic services, as well as the 
inculcation of norms regarding civil rights and liberties. This process applies not only to countries 
with a history of authoritarian rule, such as Sri Lanka and China, or those struggling to build a 
state, like South Sudan, but also to functioning democracies, like Mexico and Spain, that are fail-
ing to satisfy key needs of their populations. When even the United States, whose victory in the 
Cold War promised a “new world order” of a triumphant liberal democracy, has fallen victim to 
right-wing populist demagoguery, voter suppression, and a dysfunctional legislature, we must be 
careful in our assessments of democratic governance abroad.
 But most importantly, we must recognize that solving the modern crisis of confidence 
in democracy requires a deeper understanding of the structural factors that impede or enhance 
individual agency to create change. With such constraints as the performance-based legitimacy of 
the Communist Party in China, Spain’s imperfect federalist system, and ethnic conflict in South 
Sudan, it is unreasonable to expect that democratic activism can alone create meaningful, sustain-
able change. Only governance that reconciles the dissonant needs of state actors and institutions 
with democratic practices and ideals can foster the mutual accountability of states and their 
societies. 
 It is with this goal in mind that I proudly present the eleventh edition of the Brandeis 
International Journal. The following articles, in presenting topics of contemporary international 
interest, aim to provide deep analysis of global social, political, and economic development. 
Whether analyzing global democratic governance, from press freedoms in Sri Lanka to law 
enforcement in Mexico, or exploring other issues, such as European health care regimes, China’s 
relationship with North Korea, and the foreign policy implications of Trumpism, our writers 
examine the international arena as a  system that both reflects and shapes human action. This 
edition’s articles have been researched, written, and put to paper by a fantastic team of writers, 
editors, and designer with whom I have been incredibly proud to work.
 In reading these articles, it is my hope that you will be able to get a better picture of a 
world not divided by regime types, but united by the common societal aspiration to craft govern-
ment structures that meet popular needs for both stability and change. By discussing important 
issues of international and global affairs, we, the peoples of the world, can form an ever-more 
perfect union of purpose and progress.

Best,

Connor Wahrman
Editor-in-Chief

Letter from the Editor

ear Readers,

In the past few years, it has become clear that global democracy is on the 
retreat. From the failed Arab Spring revolutions in the Mideast to the rise of 
authoritarianism in post-Soviet Eastern Europe to ongoing civil war and in-D
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 Each edition, our end results always exceed higher and higher standards as we take on 
our vision for the semester. Throughout our process, we maintain a constant dialogue with stu-
dents on campus to serve as a platform for people to express their thoughts on global affairs. By 
establishing open lines to the Brandeis campus, and beyond, we demonstrate our committed to 
ideas and perspectives from any major, year, or background. 
 In our spirited discussion of this semester’s theme, we began thinking about the role of 
democracy in contemporary global politics. Ever since the Declaration of Independence put in 
place the world’s first modern democracy 240 years ago, the international community’s view of 
democratic governance has transformed from an experimental North American phenomenon to 
a worldwide standard. With that being said, democratic governance has far from a perfect record, 
and its permutations have had radically different implications for its adopters. The questions 
raised by the writers here press deeper into the understanding of how democracy both shapes 
and is shaped by states, for better or worse. 
 If “we the people” stand to those famous words, we must confront the difficult questions 
of who we are as citizens and humans, what we value in ourselves and our societies, and inevita-
bly how government can best address these questions. Governance is the force that can both bind 
people together and keep peoples apart. Balancing these cross-purposes is the challenge of the 
modern democracy. 
 As its mission, the Brandeis International Journal should always stand as a means for 
students to articulate their own voices in academic discourse with their peers. Only by engaging 
in honest, forthright discussion can we truly address the stories of our times. Our names and fac-
es may change, but we, as a collective, seek to provide systems of governance in which all people 
are free to express and exchange ideas. With that, I am proud to welcome you to the Spring 2016 
issue of the Brandeis International Journal. I hope you enjoy it.

Best Regards,

Justin Chu
President

Letter from the President

ear Readers,

The Brandeis International Journal stands by its mission to deliver an interac-
tive forum for analysis of global events that strives to maintain impartiality 
and not dilute narratives. As this semester is my final as President, I wish to 
thank everyone at the Journal for their tireless efforts in ensuring the Journal 
is always completed in a professional manner. 

D
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China and the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea (DPRK, 
or North Korea) are trapped 

in a toxic relationship. China is held 
by history, attachments to nominally 
Communist regimes, and a desire to 
support stability in their region. North 
Korea, on the other hand, simply has 
no choice. Otherwise isolated from the 
rest of the world, North Korea knows 
that a break-up with China would 
mean the collapse of its social circle 
and the loss of its source of steady in-
come. And China, whose relationship 
with North Korea is one of the last 

vestiges of its time pre-rise, is starting 
to tire of its erratic partner.
 Since 1955, North Korea has 
followed the Juche ideology, which 
prioritizes the military above all else. 
This ideology, coupled with years of 
famine, drought, and gross misman-
agement, has led to a country where 70 
percent of its 24 million people suffer 
from severe food insecurity.i With 
little arable land, unforgiving weather 
patterns, and serious shortages of 
fuel and agricultural machinery, the 
DPRK has two legitimate avenues for 
meeting its demands for food: Chinese 

aid and nuclear extortion of Western 
countries.ii Chinese aid to North Korea 
accounts for 90 percent of North Ko-
rea’s economy, with total aid more than 
doubling in value from 2009 to 2014, 
from 2.68 to nearly 6.96 billion dollars, 
despite international sanctions.iii 
 The West, on the other hand, 
resents North Korea’s consistent mis-
management of aid and reallocation 
of scarce resources to nuclear devel-
opment, and has gradually cut their 
aid to the DPRK. Under President 
Bill Clinton, the United States gave 
significant food, economic, and medi-

The Break Up:

By Jake Silverman

 Asia Pacific

China and North Korea’s Toxic Relationship

 Source: The Backbencher

This monument commemorates one of the remaining physical, but not political, bridges between China and the DPRK
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cal aid to North Korea in exchange 
for promises to curtail its nuclear 
program. When these promises were 
wholly disregarded, the United States 
suspended aid to North Korea.iv

 Now that they have exhausted 
the West, North Korea appears to be 
forced to attach itself more firmly to 
China’s hip. And yet, they look to be 
doing quite the opposite. On January 
6th, 2016, North Korea announced 
that they had successfully tested a 
hydrogen bomb. Seismic reports, 
however, indicated the explosion was 
more likely a smaller fission bomb, 
meaning that the DPRK’s fourth 
nuclear test was similar to its test in 
2013, and not a significant advance-
ment in its nuclear capabilities.v Unlike 
the 2013 test, North Korea did not 
consult or inform China in advance 
of the detonation. This time, China, 
ever more concerned about regional 
stability, condemned the test, affirming 
their position to “realize denucleariza-
tion on the Korean Peninsula, prevent 
nuclear proliferation and safeguard 
peace and stability of Northeast Asia.” 
China strongly urged the DPRK to 
“honor its commitment to denucle-
arization and stop taking actions that 
worsen the situation.”vi Far from being 
mutually supportive, Chinese-North 
Korean relations have cooled.
 Much of the change in rela-
tions have come as a result of China’s 
shifting priorities. Despite being an 
economic powerhouse, China has 
not yet fully developed its diplomatic 
influence. They have little political 
or military coercive power, so all of 
their diplomatic strength comes from 

the allure of Chinese investment. But 
China’s economic growth, and thus the 
appeal of their investments, has rap-
idly decreased, reaching a 25-year low 
of below seven percent in 2015.vii With 
increasing public and private debt, 
China cannot afford an international 
crisis in its region. 
 As China looks to increase 
its power in the region through both 
investment and military strength, a 
rogue DPRK destabilizing the Korean 
peninsula and creating conflict with 
South Korea and Japan is anathema 
to China’s political desires. Although 
North Korea has long served as a Chi-
nese-supported client state to guard 
against American military power in 
South Korea, China seems to want to 
move away from associating itself with 
DPRK belligerence, especially after the 
2011 ascension of Kim Jong-un began 
to threaten stability on their shared 
border.viii In fact, following a Febru-
ary 2016 rocket test, China took its 
strongest measure ever against North 
Korea, freezing North Korean assets 
held in Chinese banks and prohibiting 
cash transfers across the border.ix

 If it knew these actions would 
displease its benefactor, North Korea 
must have been motivated by internal 
factors. Because the North Koreans 
have long been resentful of both the 
West and Chinese power over them, 
Kim Jong-un has taken an opposition-
ist stance as a way to bolster flagging 
support at home.x Viewed by North 
Korean elites as unprepared to rule at 
best and irresponsible and aggressive 
at worst, the now-33-year-old Kim has 
begun publicly executing dissidents 

in an attempt to consolidate power. 
Similarly, as it has for decades, the 
allure of nuclear weapons has been 
used to create a ‘rally around the flag’ 
effect, attracting international at-
tention and boosting the prestige of 
a regime that survives on national-
ism and anti-Americanism. Finally, 
the DPRK knows that the last thing 
China wants is a collapse of the North 
Korean state and the subsequent flow 
of twenty-four-million migrants across 
its border.xi Given China’s precarious 
economic state and need for stabil-
ity, the DPRK assumes China has no 
choice but to prop up the Kim regime.
 In March 2016, this assump-
tion was put into question when China 
and the United States agreed to, and 
subsequently passed through the UN 
Security Council, a new set of harsher 
sanctions on the DPRK. These sanc-
tions included mandatory inspections 
of all cargo-carrying North Korean 
planes and ships, a ban on trade in 
natural resources, a prohibition on 
training DPRK nationals in fields 
that could advance the North Korean 
nuclear program, a ban on charter-
ing foreign vessels, the blacklisting of 
more North Korean officials and or-
ganizations, a ban on the importation 
of non-necessities worth over $2000, 
and a ban on the sale of aviation fuel 
and small arms to North Korea.xii For 
the first time, China is proactively 
condemning its neighbor. But this 
willingness to sanction North Korea 
does come at a cost, however, as it will 
likely end of any external view inside 
or influence on the Kim regime.
 While these sanctions have 

 Asia Pacific

As China looks to increase its power in the region through 
both investment and military strength, a rogue DPRK destabi-
lizing the Korean peninsula and creating conflict with South 

Korea and Japan is anathema to China’s political desires.
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Jake Silverman is a junior majoring in Politics and Psychology. He is the Asia-Pacific Editor for the Journal, as well as 
Director of Internal Operations, a Staff Writer, and President Emeritus.

the goal of forcing North Korea to 
the negotiating table, that goal relies 
on the questionable assumption that 
North Korea is a reasonable actor. 
Immediately following the unanimous 
passage of the sanctions bill by the 
UN, North Korea fired six short-range 
missiles into the Sea of Japan as an act 
of defiance against the world commu-
nity.xiii Kim Jong-un then announced 
that “North Korea would revise its 
military posture to be ready to launch 

pre-emptive strikes,” and that the 
DPRK “must always be ready to fire 
[its] nuclear warheads at any time” to 
respond to existential threats.xiv There 
is, however, much doubt as to whether 
North Korea has enough fissile mate-
rial to make an effective bomb, making 
it likely that this was done more for 
domestic theater than credible coer-
cive diplomacy. 
 Unbalanced power dynamics, 
desperation, and duplicity are telltale 

signs of a troubled relationship. North 
Korea tried to play both sides of the 
relationship, assuming both that China 
would always be there for them and 
that the DPRK would not have to rely 
on China’s international support for 
its well-being. But by acting as if the 
relationship was stable, but no longer 
valuable, North Korea gave China 
every excuse to walk out the door.

 Asia Pacific
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Vietnam is attempting to bal-
ance traditional structures 
and integrate new market 

opportunities. By doing this, it is 
walking a narrow path between 
competing interests to modernize or 
maintain traditional structures. The 
country is branching from past, close 
market relations with China by using 
the United States. Vietnam is align-
ing with other countries through soft 
balancing tactics like trade deals and 
international legal bodies and through 
hard balancing tactics with its mili-
tary. Yet, it is not fully on board with 
complete liberalization and balancing 
China, because it hesitates on hu-
man rights pressures from the United 
States. Vietnam’s approach in the next 
five years to international relations is 
taking shape: If Vietnam’s 2016 elected 
rulers decide to maintain traditional 
state-run markets and human rights 
stances, expect to see Vietnam balance 

its growing relations with America as 
well as China.
 Every five years, Vietnam’s 
National Congress selects the leader-
ship for its Central Committee.  In the 
12th Congress meeting back in Janu-
ary 2016, Vietnam’s leadership chose 
to keep incumbent General Secretary 
Nguyen Phu Trong in the head role of 
the Party for another five-year term. 
Trong is seventy-one years old and 
above the Party’s age limit of sixty-
five. The Party made an exemption 
on this rule in order for Trong to lead 
for another five years. Prime Minister 
Nguyen Tan Dung, sixty-six years old 
and Trong’s biggest challenger, did 
not receive an exemption and did not 
get to keep his role in the Communist 
Party after the National Congress.  
He will step down in May 2016.i The 
decision to keep Trong is not as simple 
as it may appear. Vocal anti-Chinese 
sentiment and Trans-Pacific Partner-

ship (TPP) requirements are compli-
cating traditional structures Vietnam 
maintained in the past.
 Vietnam’s leaders are caught 
in balancing or bandwagoning prin-
ciples regarding China. In alliance 
building, states may ‘balance,’ allying 
in opposition to the principal source 
of danger, or ‘bandwagon,’ allying 
with the state that poses the major 
threat.ii If Vietnam bandwagons with 
the regional power, it must trust in 
that power’s benevolence. If Vietnam 
attempts to balance China, Vietnam 
needs to accumulate enough alliances 
with other countries for its own secu-
rity.  Vietnam is attempting to balance 
with soft tactics like trade and inter-
national law and with hard tactics like 
military buildup.
 Secretary Trong and Prime 
Minister Dung both support the TPP. 
The TPP provides twelve signatories 
the opportunity to join in a trade 

The Show Goes On:

By Kyle Witzigman 

Vietnam’s Balancing Act

 Asia Pacific

Vocal anti-Chinese sentiment and Trans-Pacific Part-
nership requirements are complicating traditional 

structures Vietnam maintained in the past.
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agreement that could largely benefit 
Vietnam, a country that must largely 
think about the “China factor.”iii Cur-
rently, the trade balance between 
China and Vietnam has consistently 
favored China. Oil and coal from 
Vietnam constitute a significant por-
tion of exports, which go to China. 
Conversely, Vietnamese imports from 
China include steel, machinery, oil, 
and textiles, all of which are needed 
in Vietnam’s production of export-
specific products. Vietnamese elite 
and scholars, who are wary about 
China’s geographic proximity, see the 
TPP as a chance for soft balancing 
measures, diverting trade from the 
regional power and improving rela-
tions with the United States.iv The TPP 
requires Vietnam to further liberalize 
its economy, relax some state-owned 
enterprises – including textiles and 

agriculture – and address labor rights, 
specifically rights to unionize. Prime 
Minister Dung promoted market 
reform, welcoming the TPP as another 
opportunity to move towards a larger 
market economy.v Trong welcomes the 
TPP’s trade benefits, but he is hesitant 
to pursue market reform, stating that 
“a country without discipline would be 
chaotic and unstable… we need to bal-
ance democracy and law and order.”vi

 Vietnam is attempting 
another soft balancing tactic against 
China by appealing to international 
legal bodies. Under the Convention 
on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), 
Vietnam lodged a complaint at the 
Permanent Court of Arbitration in 
The Hague regarding the South China 
Sea tensions.vii The debate goes largely 
to two contested island chains – the 
Paracels and the Spratlys. They are 

among an area with atolls, sandbanks, 
and reefs. Little detailed exploration 
has been conducted in the area, so 
the Paracels and Spratlys may provide 
natural resources around them. The 
Philippines had already contested the 
Chinese territorial claims under UN-
CLOS before Vietnam joined. During 
the months leading to the National 
Congress meeting in January, Prime 
Minister Dung vocalized his anti-
China position and he gained popular-
ity with the Vietnamese population 
for his rhetoric. Trong remained more 
reserved and never vocalized an anti-
China position, as he dealt diplomati-
cally with the neighboring country. As 
Trong leads for the next five years, he 
must recognize his people’s feelings 
towards China. Yet, do not expect an 
overhaul in Sino-Vietnamese relations; 
his leadership intimates a hesitance to 

 Source: NY Times

A banner for the Party Congress that took place in January 2016

 Asia Pacific
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fully embrace confronting China.viii

 Currently, hard balancing 
tactics by Vietnam have also been 
taken to counter Chinese maritime 
buildup, because China can still move 
forward with its interests in the South 
China Sea while The Hague addresses 
Vietnam’s complaint and has made it 
clear that it plans to ignore any deci-
sion made by the Court of Arbitra-
tion. In the same year as the 20th 
anniversary of normalized diplomatic 
relations with Vietnam, America has 
stepped in with a stronger presence in 
the region. U.S. Secretary of Defense 
Ashton Carter signed the Joint Vision 
Statement on Defense Relations with 
Vietnamese Minister Phung in June 
2015.  With the Statement, the two of-
ficials detailed concrete deliverables on 
defense relations: $18 million USD to 
the Vietnamese coast guard in order to 
purchase new vessels and equipment 
and enhance the training program 
for their coast guard.ix To counter 

China, Vietnam has gained a huge ally 
militarily in the United States.  Presi-
dent Obama met with the leaders of 
the Association for Southeast Asian 
Nations in February during a summit 
in Southern California and delivered 
a message that territorial disputes 
must be resolved peacefully and that 
a big nation should not bully smaller 
countries in the region.  In November 
2015, America conducted a Freedom 
of Navigation operation in the con-
tested waters and, in early March 2016, 
the U.S. Navy sent a small armada to 
patrol the waters.x  While America has 
not taken a side in the claims over the 
contested waters, it is sailing its ships 
to visibly enforce freedom of naviga-
tion in the region.
 While Vietnam will work to 
advance the TPP and grow closer to 
the United States for market oppor-
tunities and military support, these 
two countries still contrast on views 
regarding human rights.xi Trong’s 

selection highlights how Vietnam’s 
leaders still have minimal interest in 
human rights reforms as prisoners of 
conscience are jailed for voicing dis-
sent and potential opposition political 
parties are crushed. Some of these par-
ties are even labeled terrorist organiza-
tions.xii Trong’s potential to bandwagon 
with China market- or military-wise 
balances the United States’ desires for 
human rights reform in the country.  
America acknowledges there becomes 
a limit on how far Vietnam will bal-
ance China.
 Vietnam’s hard and soft 
balancing choices against China are 
the same areas that could be used as 
balancing measures against America. 
Trong and the Party celebrated when 
he proved victorious in January 2016. 
For Trong, the choices he must make 
in the next five years demonstrate that 
the real party has just begun.

i. Alexander Vuving, “Who Will Lead Vietnam?” The Diplomat. 16 January 2016.
ii. Kenneth Waltz, Theory of International Politics. (Reading, MA: Addison-Wesley, 1979); and Stephen M. Walt, “Alliance Formation and the Balance of World Power.” International Security 9.4 (1985): 4.
iii. Truong-Minh Vu and Nguyen Nhat-Anh, “The Potential of the TPP for Vietnam.” The Diplomat. 4 September 2014.
iv. Ibid Truong-Minh Vu and Nguyen Nhat Anh.
v. John Boudreau, “Vietnam’s Premier Rejected for Top Job.” Bloomberg Business. 25 January 2016.
vi. Vijay Joshi, “Re-elected Vietnam Communist Boss Defends One-Party Rule.” Business Insider. 28 January 2016.
vii. See Jane Perlez, “For Vietnam and China, No Easing of Tensions.” NY Times. 18 June 2014; Prashanth Parameswaran, “Vietnam Launches Legal Challenge Against China’s South China Sea Claims.” The 
Diplomat. 12 December 2014.
viii. Sebastian Strangio, “Communist Hard-Liners Ascendant in Vietnam, Despite TPP Membership.” World Politics Review. 5 February 2016.
ix. Prashanth Parameswaran, “US, Vietnam Deepen Defense Ties.” The Diplomat. 5 June 2015.
x. David Larter, “The U.S. Just Sent a Carrier Strike Group to Confront China.” Navy Times.  4 March 2016.
xi. Richard Pearson, “The Limits to US-Vietnam Ties.” The Diplomat 16 June 2011.
xii. Thomas Bass, “The Ugly Thugs Running Vietnam Aren’t Experimenting with Democracy.” Foreign Policy. 22 January 2016.

 Kyle Witzigman is a senior majoring in Political Science with a Middle Eastern Studies minor at the University of Notre 
Dame. He spent the summers of 2014 and 2015 in Vietnam and virtually interned with the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi for the 

2014-15 academic year.
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In Paris this past December, amidst 
the fear and uncertainty that 
follows a terror attack, the UN 

Climate Change Conference (COP21) 
struck a landmark agreement among 
195 countries to cut carbon emissions. 
All parties agreed to an ambitious goal 
of limiting average warming tempera-
ture to below 2 degrees Celsius, while 
striving to lower global temperature 
overall by 1.5 degrees Celsius. The 
agreement also calls for regular reports 
on countries’ efforts to curtail emis-
sions and international review by the 
United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
in an effort to promote transparency 
and to make the Paris Agreement  
more legally binding.i With it, coun-
tries’ “intended nationally determined 
contributions” (INDC) are going to be 
held to close scrutiny.
 The success of this monu-
mental agreement may lie largely with 
one country: China. Simultaneously 
the world’s greatest energy consumer 
and producer, China’s actions may 
make or break progressive energy pol-
icy. In 2006, it eclipsed the U.S. as the 
world’s largest emitter of greenhouse 
gasses (GHG) and currently produces 
nearly 30 percent of the world’s emis-
sions. Fossil fuel burning for electricity 
production accounts for 90 percent of 
China’s emissions. Coal, specifically, 

the most GHG-emitting form of fuel, 
is responsible for 66 percent of China’s 
energy production. Its rampant use has 
contributed to decade’s worth of severe 
pollution across the country, prompt-
ing domestic and international outcry. 
With energy consumption projected to 
double over the next 15 years, China 
faces a difficult situation of balancing a 
potential environmental disaster with 
its people’s growing needs.ii

 Yet there is evidence of 
positive change. Set out in 2011, the 
government’s Twelfth Five-Year Plan 
specifically targeted environmental 
and energy concerns. Besides us-
ing the previous plan’s framework of 
seeking to reduce energy intensity 
levels (energy consumption per unit 
of economic output), the Five-Year 
Plan set out dramatic goals to reduce 
fossil fuel consumption and establish 
carbon trading programs. It brought 
non-fossil energy sources to 12 percent 
of total use, exceeding its goal of 11.4 
percent. In fact, 2015 marked record 
lows in fossil fuel use.iii While coal re-
mains the dominant fuel, 2015 was the 
lowest share on record and its produc-
tion decreased by 2.6 percent, the first 
fall in Chinese coal production since  
1998.iv 
 China has made increasing 
overtures towards international envi-
ronmental cooperation and showed a 

willingness to adopt new methods. In 
September 2015, President Xi Jinping 
released a Joint Statement on Climate 
Change with U.S. President Barack 
Obama, reaffirming bilateral coopera-
tion on climate issues.v At the Interna-
tional Energy Agency (IEA) Ministe-
rial meeting in November 2015, China 
became one of the first countries to 
activate “Association status” with 
the agency, which requires sharing 
of energy data and compliance with 
IEA standards for energy emergen-
cies. Leading up to COP21, China’s 
National Energy Administration 
(NEA) hosted numerous IEA confer-
ences on alternative energy sources to 
demonstrate their commitment. These 
gestures not only solidify China’s place 
as a full collaborator within the global 
environmental community, but also 
inspire confidence in China’s ability to 
reform. At a special meeting between 
China and IEA at COP21, Special 
Envoy on Climate Change Xie Zhen-
hua reported that “China is working 
towards an energy revolution… In the 
future, low-carbon energy will make 
up a major share of the energy mix.” 
The IEA executive director Fatih Birol 
declared that such plans mark “only 
the start of a great relationship with 
China.”vi

 Today, China’s current energy 
policy reveals a continued commit-
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China’s actions may make or break progressive energy policy

ment to the progress it has made and 
concrete strategies to do more. The 
Thirteenth Five-Year Plan (2016-2020) 
began this year with plans to expand 
on the accomplishments of the previ-
ous plan while calling for an estab-
lishment of “green and low-carbon 
industry systems.” It has identified 
new strategic industries. Rather than 
oil, coal, and maritime shipping, 
investment will focus on develop-
ing high-end manufacturing, clean 
energy vehicles, and the “new energy” 
sectors of nuclear and renewables.vii 
Additionally, a nationwide cap-and-
trade scheme is slated to begin in 
2017. A widely-used strategy across 
developed nations to reduce emissions, 
cap-and-trade schemes rely on market 

incentives for companies to pollute 
less. Governments set a “cap” on the 
amount of emissions a company is 
permitted to produce and issues “car-
bon permits” that allow them to emit a 
certain amount, as long as it does not 
exceed the cap. Companies that use 
fewer permits can then sell them to 
companies that require more as part of 
a “trade,” thus incentivizing companies 
to emit less and profit off of unused 
permits. While the Twelfth Five-Year 
Plan was criticized for ultimately fail-
ing to bring about a national emissions 
market like intended, it created seven 
local pilot emissions trading systems 
across the country, which served as a 
successful test for a national system. 
The original undertaking was enor-

mous, but “the debate and hesitation…
is over now” and China seems ready 
to shift away from a heavy reliance on 
political measures to more market-
based instruments to reach carbon and 
energy intensity goals.viii

 In light of COP21, China 
made several new additions to its 
energy policy. As part of its INDC, 
it intends to peak GHG emissions, 
make non-fossil sources 20 percent of 
total energy consumption, and reduce 
carbon intensity 60-65 percent below 
2005 levels, all by 2030. It is  certainly 
ambitious, but definitely possible. 
China now leads the world in clean en-
ergy investment, with over $110 billion 
USD last year. The NEA reported this 
month that wind power now accounts 

Coal burning power plants in China

 Source: Photo by Bill Beverly
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for 3.3 percent of China’s energy.ix 
China has already begun transparency 
measures with the release of air pollu-
tion data for its major cities, as well as 
a proposed online education system. 
Outside of the basic INDC obligations, 
the NEA ordered coal production to 
be cut by 500 million tons in three to 
five years, starting in 2016. To accom-
plish this, they ordered the closure of 
over 1,000 mines and established a 
moratorium on opening new mines for 
several years.x Two major banks, the 
China Industrial Bank and Shanghai 
Pudong Development Bank, have been 
approved to issue $15 billion USD 
worth of green bonds, a tax-exempt 
investment specifically for funding en-
vironmental projects.xi It would appear 
that China’s GHG emission goals are 
well within reach.
 However, many critics call 
the feasibility of China’s global climate 
goals into question. There have been 
problems in the past with execut-
ing energy policy decisions. Besides 
the Twelfth Five-Year plan’s failure 
to establish a national cap-and-trade 
program on time, departmental inef-
ficiencies and bureaucratic lockdown 
have left 20 percent of renewable en-

ergy projects “idle.”xii Moreover, some 
argue that China prioritizes solving 
its domestic pollution issues at the ex-
pense of global climate goals.xiii Indeed, 
domestic pollution is an extremely 
pressing concern for China that 
contributes to an estimated 1.6 million 
deaths per year and recently reached 
critical levels in December 2015, 
resulting in Beijing’s first “Red Alert” 
for pollution. While a willingness to fix 
this problem may appear to dovetail 
with their INDC goals, it is in fact 
an entirely separate issue from GHG 
mitigation. Unlike GHG emissions, 
China’s pollution is largely caused by 
fine Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5), a 
heavy pollutant with far more tactility 
than carbon. It is also caused by the 
burning of fossil fuels, but it requires 
different mitigation strategies. There-
fore, any policies on reducing GHG 
emissions will be second to domestic 
PM2.5 reduction, which undermines its 
commitment to the Paris Agreement 
and global cooperation.
 What these critics forget is 
that the immense significance of China 
in the energy sector makes its do-
mestic policies still relevant to global 
climate goals. PM2.5 mitigation may be 

entirely domestically-motivated, but 
in promoting low-carbon industries 
and reducing the use of fossil fuels, it 
still has international consequences 
for GHG emissions. The restructur-
ing of China’s energy industry from 
its dependence on coal alone caused a 
worldwide decrease in coal demand.xiv 
Its domestic reforms expose global in-
fluences too. The Thirteenth Five-Year 
Plan puts forth a restructuring of the 
energy economy towards a domestic 
consumer and service orientation.xv 
Also, any technology or method China 
develops to combat climate change 
could be exported for use around the 
world. Combining governmental poli-
cies with cap-and-trade schemes to 
shift away from high-carbon industries 
is an adoption of a strategy previously 
foreign to the centralized Chinese 
system.
 Now more than ever, China is 
poised to drastically change its energy 
systems and with it, the entire world. 
What we see today is the start of a 
complex, multi-faceted, international 
set of policies that at once can feel its 
impact down to the average person to 
all across the world.
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India is and always has been a 
country of fragments. On religious 
lines, India is home to the world’s 

largest Hindu population, comprising 
80 percent of Indians, third largest 
Muslim population, accounting for 
another 13 percent, largest Sikh popu-
lation, and has significant Christian, 
Buddhist, and Parsi (Zoroastrian) 
minorities, among many others.i Ad-
ditionally, caste groups and linguistic 
divides, on which the state boundar-
ies are drawn, form other cleavages. 
Naturally, with a population so large, 
there is an added diversity of ideolo-
gies and beliefs, even beyond these 
other identities. Over the centuries, 
India has survived a delicate balance 
with all these communities. There 
have been a multitude of cases of 
conflict and violence between some of 
these groups over the years, but India 
has generally held onto its secular and, 
more recently, democratic label.
 Countering the high eco-
nomic hopes that granted Narendra 
Modi’s victory in the 2014 parliamen-
tary elections was skepticism over 
his and his party’s Hindu nationalist 
background. The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) and its allies have called 
for a Hindu India in the past and been 
associated with many anti-Muslim 

incidents. Modi himself is criticized 
for his complacency in the Gujarat 
riots in 2002, where over 1000 Mus-
lims where killed and another 150,000 
displaced by Hindu mobs while he 
was serving as Chief Minister of the 
state.ii

 The concerns of many 
Indians now seem to be coming true. 
Over the last two years, a string of 
anti-Muslim and anti-liberal events 
have raised questions over tolerance 
in India. While they have been seen 
before, the pattern and frequency of 
these cases is something new.iii It is 
worrying that, with the unrestrained 
power granted to them in the 2014 
elections, the right-wing now employs 
state machinery to constrain any 
ideas that differ from their own. Their 
reliance on communalism, attacking 
left-wing personages, encroaching 
on academic institutions, and crack-
ing down on free speech as political 
moves is alarming, to say the least.
 For example, in recent 
months, cities and states throughout 
the country enacted laws banning beef 
and meat in order to appease Hindu 
and Jain voter blocs. This stoked 
communal tensions and mobs began 
policing areas. The culmination was 
a horrific incident in Dadri, Uttar 

Pradesh (UP), in September of 2015. 
A Muslim man, Mohammad Akhlaq 
Saifi, was lynched by a mob that had 
spontaneously assembled after rumors 
of him consuming beef had spread.iv 
Naturally, Indians were outraged. The 
state government of UP reacted ap-
propriately, arresting the perpetrators, 
compensating the family, and provid-
ing police protection. Many politi-
cians and public figures condemned 
the attack. 
 Discouragingly, though, 
Prime Minister Modi took two weeks 
to deliver a statement and only did so 
under pressure. While he articulated 
the obligatory response, “Hindus and 
Muslims should fight against poverty 
and not against each other,” he also 
entirely removed the government 
from responsibility and his speech 
in general seemed rather dispassion-
ate. Of course, the government was 
not directly culpable here. However, 
in the countless cases of anti-Muslim 
violence that have been occurring, the 
Modi administration has remained 
largely silent and almost reluctant 
to crackdown. In some cases, mem-
bers of the BJP and the cabinet have 
contributed to communal sentiments, 
usually through ignorant statements. 
For example, the BJP Chief Minister 

The Rise of Intolerance 
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of Haryana asserted, that Muslims 
would “have to give up eating beef ” 
to stay in the country.v Other BJP 
members have denounced these kinds 
of statements and violence, but this 
doesn’t absolve Modi and his team 
of criticism. As the party in power, 
the BJP’s reactions, or lack thereof, to 
events in the country are significant 
and meaningful, especially when they 
encourage this behavior.
 The intolerance, however, 
goes beyond religious minorities. 
Over the course of 2015, Communist 
Party member Govind Pansare and 
M. M. Kalburgi, a scholar who was 
outspoken in his criticism of religious 
extremism, were murdered for their 
views. This is on top of the recurrent 
intimidation of liberal intellectuals 

across India by BJP supporters and 
members.vi In response to this and 
other attacks, many celebrities voiced 
their disapproval. Bollywood actor 
Shah Rukh Khan stated there was 
extreme intolerance in India. Im-
mediately, he faced harsh backlash 
and some even suggested he was a 
Pakistani agent.vii This only proved his 
point; one cannot express criticism 
of the BJP without being censured or 
attacked. Similarly, actor Aamir Khan 
talked of rising intolerance, adding 
that his wife, film director and writer 
Kiran Rao, had proposed they leave 
India. They, too, were discredited and 
accused of being unpatriotic. They 
were told to move to Pakistan if they 
found India so unbearable. Many 
denied their claims by suggesting that 

if Muslims could become major stars, 
as they did, there could be no intoler-
ance.viii

 It is not fair to say that these 
are isolated instances or that cases of 
intolerance and violence have oc-
curred in India throughout its history. 
There undoubtedly has been a sudden 
rise of the phenomenon over the 
past two years. Additionally, while 
the government should be aggres-
sively cracking down on intolerance, 
it instead seems to be complacent and 
often even contributes to it.
 In February, at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University (JNU) in 
Delhi, which is known as a center of 
left-wing activism, students gathered 
peacefully to protest the hangings 
of two terrorist suspects, question-

Supporters protest the government crackdown of the JNU rally and arrest of, among others, student union leader 
Kanhaiya Kumar

 Source: Reuters/Anindito Mukherjee
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Over the last two years, a string of anti-Muslim and 
anti-liberal events have raised questions over tolerance 
in India. While they have been seen before, the pattern 

and frequency of these cases is something new.

ing both the fairness of the trials and 
the death penalty in general.ix The 
government immediately cracked 
down, sending in police and arresting 
the student union leader and others 
on charges of sedition. Up until this 
point, the police had always required 
the permission of the vice-chancellor 
of JNU to enter the campus, but only 
gave him a warning that they would 
do so this time.x At the court hearings, 
lawyers attacked journalists attempt-
ing to cover the story, and the Home 
Minister of India, Rajnath Singh, 
spoke out against freedom of speech. 
In a tweet following the events, he 
articulated that, “If anyone shouts 
anti India slogan & challenges nation’s 
sovereignty & integrity while living 
in India, they will not be tolerated or 
spared”. The government reacting so 
severely to a relatively minor event is 
troubling, especially given its hesita-
tion to act on the previous instances.
 As historian and former 
professor at JNU, Harbans Mukhia, 
claims, the JNU protest “has been 
blown up because of a conflict of 
worldviews. There is the [Hindu right-
wing organizations] worldview of the 
singularity and eternity of the truth 
– that is, their version of Hinduism. 
Since this truth of theirs is supposed 
to be eternal, it must prevail over all 
other different opinions.”xi BJP strat-
egy requires playing up divisions on 
religious grounds – disenfranchising 
minorities and even those who dis-
agree within the Hindu community. 
They intimidate and attack outspo-
ken liberals and others questioning 
these moves. They have intervened 
in academic fields, appointing one 

of their own as the chairman of the 
Film and Television Institute of India 
(FTII), a move protested by students 
until police clamped down severely on 
them as well. And, as a final precau-
tion, the BJP impedes on free speech 
when it suits them. With the state and 
certain institutions filled by BJP loyal-
ists, and vocal opposition silenced, the 
party has threatened any diversity of 
thought. 
 It is no surprise, then, that 
intolerance has carried over to other 
areas as well. When Ghulam Ali, 
a Pakistani singer, was to perform 
in Mumbai, right-wing members 
protested and threatened to disrupt 
the event. The concert was eventually 
cancelled. Similarly, when Pakistan’s 
cricket board met with India’s at their 
headquarters in Mumbai to discuss a 
potential bilateral series of matches, 
protesters stormed in, holding signs 
and yelling slogans like, “Pakistan 
Murdabad” (down with Pakistan). The 
meeting was called off. 
 For many, these incidents 
suggest that India’s secular and toler-
ant fabric is tearing. Still, there is 
reason to believe that these tears can 
be mended. For one, in all these cases, 
there have been major denunciations. 
People have criticized the government 
and others for engaging in intolerance 
with mass protests and social media 
engagement. In what was called the 
Award Wapsi (returning) campaign, 
numerous renowned Indians in the 
fields of literature, academics, and the 
arts returned awards they had previ-
ously won from the government over 
the years in protest of the rising intol-
erance in politics. Additionally, scien-

tists, historians, and political scientists 
have also spoken out.xii To have Indian 
civil society be involved in this way 
is meaningful. They remain engaged 
with current affairs and have influence 
on public dialogue.xiii Many politicians 
and major celebrities have also come 
out in support of those who have been 
attacked, like actors Shah Rukh Khan 
and Aamir Khan and singer Ghulam 
Ali. Many, though, have disparaged 
these oppositionist campaigns.
 Perhaps the most significant 
sign of the rejection of intolerance 
was the election results in the state of 
Bihar. The lead-up to elections took 
place shortly after a lynching in Dadri 
at the height of anti-Muslim vio-
lence. The BJP and its allies played up 
communal sentiments while another 
coalition, Mahagathbandhan, led by 
Nitish Kumar, remained secular. In 
the results of the election, with the 
largest voter turnout since 2000, Ma-
hagathbandhan won an overwhelm-
ing victory with 178 seats to the BJP 
coalition’s 58. This was a major rebuke 
of the growing anti-secular movement 
and showed that, at least in Bihar, the 
majority of Indians did not approve.xiv 
 The reason for Modi and 
the BJP’s huge victory in 2014 was 
not their religious agenda, but their 
economic one. Most voters aspired for 
economic growth and Modi, despite 
his religious fundamentalism and the 
authoritarian tendencies of his party, 
promised such gains. If Nitish Kumar, 
as the new Chief Minister of Bihar, 
can achieve his development agenda, 
he could become the secular alterna-
tive to Modi.
 Despite what Hindu nation-
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alists claim about Indian national 
and Hindu religious identities being 
linked, historians, anthropologists, 
and political scientists have deter-
mined that this is not the case. India 
has always had a history of diversity, 
absorbing all kinds of cultures, reli-

gions, and ideologies. The few records 
of Indian nationalism prior to British 
colonization have all been specifically 
in the context of secularism and cel-
ebrate the many differences that exist 
among its people. The implementation 
of democracy in India, then, neces-

sarily means nurturing this element of 
pluralism. It also suggests that, while a 
minority may be effectively fostering a 
monolithic and anti-secular ideology 
for India at the moment, the inherent 
character of India will remain hetero-
geneous.
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Life in current-day Kazakhstan is 
significantly better compared to 
twenty-five years ago when the 

Soviet Union’s red flag was lowered 
for the last time in Almaty, the former 
capital of the country. The economic 
performance of Kazakhstan since the 
year 2000 has successfully placed the 
country at an upper middle income 
level among rapidly growing econo-
mies such as Azerbaijan and, more 
importantly, China.i The overall well-
being of seventeen million Kazakhs 
has been constantly increasing, as 
indicated by the country’s per capita 
gross national income, which was ap-
proximately 12 thousand U.S dollars 
in 2015.ii Despite the steady economic 
growth for the past decade, Kazakh-
stan is economically a rentier state 
with vast natural gas, crude oil, and 
mineral reserves. Therefore, the eco-
nomic performance of the country is 
highly dependent on energy markets, 
which are currently plummeting to 
historical lows. The Kazakh admin-
istration must utilize China’s interest 
in Central Asia in order to diversify 
its industrial output and eliminate the 
downward economic pressure caused 
by a dwindling Russian economy in 
order to become a notable power in 
the region.
 The economic upheaval of 
Kazakhstan began in early 2000s 

with an average GDP growth of 6.5 
percent per year.iii In comparison 
to the global GDP growth of ap-
proximately 3.1 percent, Kazakhstan 
showcased an example of a steadily 
growing developing country. The 
GDP value of Kazakhstan’s economy 
reached an all time high of 231 billion 
dollars in 2013.iv In the following two 
years, however, Kazakhstan’s growth 
rate experienced a drastic slowdown, 
falling to 1.2 percent at the end of 
2015.v The rentier economic model in 
Kazakhstan experienced a dramatic 
loss of capital due to the globally 
falling oil prices and the long-lasting 
recession in Russia. The 2.9 percent 
deceleration in growth revealed the 
primary vulnerability of the Kazakh 
economy, which is its overwhelming 
dependence on crude oil, natural gas, 
ferrous metals, and non-ferrous met-
als as export commodities.vi Further-
more, the Kazakh administration’s 
deep devotion to working with the 
Russian government is quickly turn-
ing into a liability due to the enduring 
economic crisis in Russia. Since the 
early months of 2014, crude oil prices 
have been sinking, directly impacting 
the oil export revenues of Kazakhstan 
and Russia. Given the ruble’s ongoing 
depreciation, Russia is now the fourth 
export destination of Kazakhstan be-
hind China, Netherlands, and Italy.vii 

Despite their declining economic ties 
with Russia, the Kazakh administra-
tion continues to peg its currency, the 
tenge, to the Russian ruble in addition 
to the U.S dollar, slowing down its an-
nual GDP growth.viii 
 President Nursultan Naz-
arbayev’s close relationship with 
Moscow during the immediate 
aftermath of the collapse of the Soviet 
Union turned out to be strategically 
beneficial for economic and political 
stability of Kazakhstan. Nevertheless, 
almost three decades passed since Ka-
zakhstan became independent and the 
socio-economic situation in Russia is 
worsening. Accordingly, Nazarbayev 
is gradually shifting Astana away from 
Russia’s political grip and establish-
ing strong economic ties with China. 
Since China is a non-democratic 
country, the authoritarian Naz-
arbayev’s change from Russia to China 
is a politically safe and economically 
advantageous strategy.
 Establishing a tight-knit 
relationship with the Chinese in order 
to receive monetary support and 
direct foreign investment appears to 
be an economically savvy decision 
for a Kazakhstan in need of economic 
diversification. Since 2013, Kazakh-
stan and China signed a series of trade 
agreements approving 48 investment 
projects valued at $43 billion.ix As the 
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world’s largest producer and exporter 
of goods with an insatiable appetite 
for raw materials, China’s interest in 
Kazakhstan is understandable. After 
all, Kazakhstan is a leading energy 
producer in the world and the number 
one exporter of uranium. The abun-
dance of natural resource reserves is 
the primary appeal of Kazakhstan to 
the Chinese administration. As a mat-
ter of fact, 90 percent of investment 
projects funded by China’s state-
owned enterprises are directly related 

to the oil and natural gas industries.x 
Chinese involvement in Kazakhstan is 
clearly a way to meet the raw material 
needs of its own growing economy.
 Interestingly, the Chinese 
government is continually demon-
strating its commitment to Central 
Asia, and especially Kazakhstan, 
through initiatives not historically un-
dertaken by Russia, the long-reigning 
regional power. China’s contributions 
to Kazakhstan include three impor-
tant aspects of development. First, the 

Chinese government is responding to 
ubiquity of Kazakhstan’s crumbling 
Soviet infrastructure by providing 
high-tech renovations to railway and 
highway systems. The Chinese admin-
istration solidified their promises by 
launching the “Lanzhou” freight train 
in 2015, which provides trade services 
between China’s Gansu Province and 
Almaty, the most populated city in 
Kazakhstan.xi The debut of this partic-
ular railway is part of a larger plan to 
connect China to Europe. Kazakhstan 

Chinese President Xi Jinping and his Kazakh counterpart Nursultan Nazarbayev celebrate their partnership during 
Xi’s state visit to Astana 

 Source: Al-Jazeera

The remnants of Soviet legacy and Russian hegemony 
in Central Asia, however, are likely to be diminished 

with strong Chinese presence in the region.

 South & Central Asia



BRANDEIS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL   APRIL 2016 21

is at the center of this rail network and 
will surely continue to be an integral 
part of China’s Central Asia strategy. 
In addition, Kazakhstan has contrib-
uted $135 billion over the past decade 
to develop this alternative railway sys-
tem in order to rival the century-old 
Trans-Siberian Railway.xii Kazakhstan, 
as a former-Soviet republic, has always 
lacked the political power to challenge 
Russia. The remnants of Soviet legacy 
and Russian hegemony in Central 
Asia, however, are likely to be dimin-
ished with strong Chinese presence in 
the region.
 Second, Chinese state-owned 
enterprises have been paving the way 
to Kazakhstan for private companies 
who can exponentially increase the 
capital flow for Astana. A combina-
tion of SEO and private Chinese 
investments in Kazakhstan between 
1992 and 2013 added up to approxi-
mately $26 billion.xiii Interestingly, the 
aforementioned figure increased by 
21 percent in the first fiscal quarter of 

2014 alone.xiv Unlike private inves-
tors from Western countries, Chinese 
businesses are less intimidated by the 
lack of a judicial safety net in non-
democratic countries. The Chinese 
government’s support to Kazakhstan 
is a strong motivator of future foreign 
direct investment from China’s private 
businesses. As a matter of fact, Chi-
nese administration’s objective is to 
increase their outbound foreign direct 
investment for Kazakhstan to $75 bil-
lion by year 2020.
 Third, Chinese political and 
economic influence in Central Asia 
is rapidly growing thanks to the Silk 
Road Economic Belt (SREB) and 
Maritime Silk Road (MSR) initiatives, 
which together form the “One Belt, 
One Road” framework. In this vein, 
Beijing is building a cross-border 
trade network between Kazakhstan, 
China, and other Central Asian 
governments.xv The SREB is a clear 
indicator that China is aiming to 
increase its role in the international 

arena and Kazakhstan is part of an ex-
tensive and long-lasting political and 
economic partnership. As part of the 
SREB framework, China is dedicating 
its resources to Kazakhstan and rest 
of the region in order to rejuvenate 
their predominantly raw resource 
dependent economies while gradu-
ally establishing Chinese influence 
in the region. Given Russia’s lagging 
economy and the underperforming 
Eurasian Economic Union, Kazakh-
stan is clearly making the geopoliti-
cally beneficial transition from Russia 
to China. 
 Though Kazakhstan was Rus-
sia’s client state for almost a century, 
the country’s fate is now dependent 
on a new ally with notable presence in 
the region. Kazakhstan must prioritize 
the Silk Road Economic Belt in order 
to further distance itself from Moscow 
and use this historical opportunity to 
emerge in the international political 
arena.
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Mongolia has a very dynamic 
political history; as a nation, 
it has existed for centuries. 

The Mongol empire once stretched 
all the way from Southern Asia to 
Siberia and west towards Europe and 
Arabia. In the past hundred years 
specifically, Mongolia has gone from 
being a territory of the Qing dynasty 
to being a Soviet satellite state for the 
better part of the 20th century. But 
in 1990 Mongolia made the peaceful 
transition to democracy. Despite the 
fact that socialism officially ended 
over two decades ago, the impact of 
Russian influence can still be felt in 
Mongolian life today. Specifically, it 
can be seen in how Mongolians view 
natural resource management of the 
powerful mining industry, which ac-
counts for 73.6% of total foreign direct 
investment (FDI). In Mongolia today 
there are mainly two types of mining 
operations, those from the Soviet era 
and those built since the democratic 
transition. The vast differences be-
tween the Socialist-established mine 
of Erdenet in the north and the newer 

mines of the Gobi region to the south 
have resulted in heated national dis-
cussions on the merits of capitalism 
and resource nationalism. This debate 
can be traced, however, to Mongolia’s 
socialist past. 
 Erdenet today is the second 
largest city in Mongolia with a popula-
tion of over 90,000 people,i but before 
the Russians decided to build a mine 
there the land was desolate, occasion-
ally occupied by a small number of 
nomadic herders. When construction 
of the copper and molybdenum mine 
began in the early 1970s, construction 
of the present-day city of Erdenet did 
as well.ii Not only was a city built with 
schools, hospitals, railroads, and a 
public water system, but also factories 
for family members, essentially the 
women, to work in.iii By November of 
1977, one year after its official open-
ing, Erdenet’s population reached over 
32,000.iv The entire project was very 
“collectivist” in nature, as per the ideal 
Soviet community, designed for the 
community as a whole. This ideol-
ogy was essentially the religion of the 

time and heavily propagated through 
Mongolian society by the Soviet Party 
of the Central Committee. In order to 
mold the minds of Mongolians and 
best serve the success of the Erdenet 
mining project, which itself would 
benefit Russia, the Party heavily influ-
enced education curriculum in local 
schools.v The construction and imple-
mentation of Erdenet “deepened” the 
Mongolian-Russia relationship where 
“the political, social, and economic 
impact [was] already considerable.”vi 
Today, most of Mongolia’s leaders in 
business, industry, and the govern-
ment were educated at Russian or 
Eastern European universities.vii

 Erdenet was the largest 
economic enterprise ever established 
in Mongolia, and one of the most 
successful.viii This success has a huge 
physiological effect today. Not only 
do Mongolians look at Erdenet and 
see a thriving city with a diversified 
economy, but they also see social 
success and stability. Erdenet today 
boasts three universities, two voca-
tional centers, 20 secondary schools, 
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30 kindergartens and 30 factories.ix

The mine at Erdenet at one point 
generated approximately 33% of Mon-
golia’s GDP. If the recent economic 
and social success of Erdenet were not 
enough to convince the average citi-
zen of Mongolia that it was the ideal 
design and plan for future mining 
projects, Soviet propaganda, especially 
concerning Erdenet and the idea 
of how large businesses like mines 
should be run, did not disappear with 
the democratic revolution. 
 With the downfall of the 
U.S.S.R. came Mongolia’s peaceful 
revolution and the advent of democ-
racy in 1990. While this was largely 
seen as a positive move, one that was 
much desired by the Mongolian pub-
lic, and a great success considering it 
was the first formerly communist state 
in Asia to adopt democracy, it came 
with a huge economic cost.x Since the 
democratic transition, “Mongolia has 
suffered greatly under the capitalistic 
economic ‘shock therapy,’” and that 
the “transition to rampant capital-
ism has eliminated extensive socialist 
patterns of support.”xi This unrealistic 
expectation is further documented by 
many other scholars who assert that 
one legacy of the socialist era was the 
“high expectation” that services (i.e. 
health and education) would “contin-
ued to be delivered at similar levels 
in the future.”xii That is of course an 
impossibly unreachable expectation 
in a capitalist system and therefore 
that shock, of loosing what was once 
assumed to be a certainty ensured by 
the state, can be seen as an impetus for 
socialist yearning. 
 Moreover, the transition to 
a capitalist economy brought with it 
the unfortunate consequences of mass 
poverty, an every increasing wealth 
gap between the richest and the poor-
est, and a heavily natural resource 

based economy, leaving Mongolia 
extremely vulnerable to foreign price 
shocks in the commodities market. 
In 2014, 27% of Mongolian citizens 
were living below the poverty line, 
a number that has scarcely changed 
much in the last 10 years.xiii The transi-
tion has also resulted in “ballooning 
wealth disparities.”xiv Approximately 
80% of Mongolia’s wealth is controlled 
by only 35 families.xv And it is these 
wealthy families who are the ones 
most benefiting from the current 
management structure for the natural 
resources and massive foreign invest-
ment in the mining sector.
 This gross inequality has 
angered many Mongolians, resulting 
in a new kind of socialist movement, 
resource nationalism. These people are 
not necessarily those who remember 
or were even born during the social-
ist era, but who see the quite glaring 
differences between the more recent, 
large-scale, and internationally funded 
mines of Tavan Tolgoi (TT) and Oyu 
Tolgoi (OT) in the South Gobi and the 
Russian constructed Erdenet mine. 
For one thing, the Erdenet mine not 
only employs over 6000 people direct-
ly, but it supports thousands more in 
the community that was built around 
it. Meanwhile, at its peak, in terms of 
employment capacity, OT will only 
employ a few thousand people and 
these workers are mostly migrants 
that rotate in and out for 2 weeks to 
up to 3 months.xvi Ms. Uyanga has 
stated that she believes that the biggest 
problem people have with current 
mining projects like OT and TT is 
that they are not community focused. 
Mongolians want to see these mining 
operations offer structure and order 
to the communities in which they 
move into; they want something given 
back.xvii In this case, the overwhelm-
ing desire is for these international 

mining corporations to invest physi-
cally in Mongolia by building cities 
and towns to accompany the mine so 
that society at large can benefit and 
grow even long after the rush for gold, 
copper, and coal goes away. Despite 
the publicity efforts by Rio Tinto, the 
primary investor in OT, to liken them-
selves to Erdenet, many Mongolians 
are not buying into its claims of social 
benevolence and responsibility.xviii 
 Many Mongolians have 
a “distrust of high-capitalist deal-
making”xix because of the both the 
perceived and actual corruption tak-
ing place within the mining industry. 
One of the main champions of the 
resource nationalism movement is 
a Mongolian Parliament member, 
Mr. Ganbaatar. A dynamic and fiery 
politician, he claims that foreign 
control and investment in the min-
ing sector is akin to losing Mongolia’s 
sovereignty. Indeed, he holds that the 
only way to ensure that Mongolia is 
getting its fair share from OT and TT 
is for the state to own, manage, and 
sell its own natural resources.xx He 
styles his policy as resource national-
ism, but it is really socialism caused 
by the initial drastic swing away from 
the Soviet planned economic system 
of most of the 20th century to extreme 
open market capitalism of the past 
two decades. Mongolia opened up so 
quickly that even though it did survive 
the tumultuous and very hard years of 
the early 1990s, the side effects of such 
rapid foreign investment were not 
all positive. That is not to say that all 
Mongolians are falling in line with this 
new resource nationalism movement; 
many prominent politicians claim 
that resource nationalism is danger-
ous and bad for the economy, future 
development, and Mongolia overall. 
Once the generations who remember 
Soviet rule die out, political attitudes 

...many prominent politicians claim that resource nationalism is dangerous 
and bad for the economy, future development, and Mongolia overall.
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may start to shift more and more away 
from socialism and Mongolia will 
fully be able to evolve and develop.
 In summary, the effects of 
Mongolia’s socialist past are multifold. 
On one hand, those who grew up in 
the socialist era when Erdenet was 
founded are still influenced by the old 
norms and standards of accepted ways 
to manage natural resources. It is also 
important to note that unlike the east-
ern block of European countries that 
Russia occupied for the greater part of 
the twentieth century, Mongolia did 
not suffer nearly as much in terms of 
intervention and loss of life. On the 
other hand, there are the more recent 
socialist converts, the resource nation-
alists, who after seeing and experienc-
ing the dramatic economic swing to-
wards capitalism have begun ardently 
advocating for state management of all 
natural resources. Despite the general 
success of the transition to demo-
cratic governance and a free market 
economy, Mongolians often talk about 
some aspects of the socialist past with 
fondness, especially in reference to the 
mining sector. Furthermore, Russia’s 
cultural and political influence does 
remain strong in Mongolia, a result of 
history and geography. When given 
the choice, Mongolians see a stronger 
fraternal relationship with Russia than 
with their Chinese neighbor to the 
south. Simultaneously, frustrations 
with Western capitalist countries have 
been growing. Socialism, for better or 
for worse, is Mongolia’s main tool for 
navigating the future management of 
its natural resources.
 What does that then mean 

for Mongolia’s relationship with 
China? Distrust of and discrimination 
towards people of Chinese descent is 
rampant in Mongolia, still bitter after 
hundreds of years of occupation. As a 
country which used to rule the largest 
empire in the world, and which was 
responsible for the construction of 
the Forbidden City, Mongolia resents 
China’s economic leverage. But Russia 
does not come close to China in terms 
of percentage of Mongolia exports. 
One of the great inconsistencies in 
Mongolia’s economic development 
is the reluctance to change to the 
international railroad gauge used by 
the U.S., Canada, most of Europe, and 
China. Instead, they maintain the old 
Soviet gauge both as a link to their 
Russian history and as a way to secure 

against China. Now there is an expen-
sive and almost two-hour process at 
the southern boarder to change the 
bottoms of rail cars carrying passen-
gers and coal, Mongolia’s main export. 
As a landlocked country, there is no 
other feasible way to transport natural 
resources, but because of an affinity 
towards Russia and a fear and loathing 
of the Chinese, Mongolia’s develop-
ment will be tragically slowed. To 
develop and to fully take advantage of 
their natural resources, which at the 
moment represent the lion’s share of 
its economy, Mongolia must move be-
yond its cultural and historical conflict 
with China. To not do so would put 
a fragile economy and democracy at 
even greater risk.
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Five years have passed since 
mass protests, prompted by 
the self-immolation of young 

Tunisian street vendor Mohammed 
Bouazizi, toppled the Ben Ali regime 
in 2011 and set off a wave of protest 
movements across the Arab World. 
To Western observers and others who 
optimistically proclaimed that this 
“Arab Spring” would be the dawn of a 
new era in the Middle East, the results 
have been disappointing. Protests 
against the Assad regime in Damascus 
have produced a bloody civil war in 
Syria. In Yemen, the former president 
has allied with rebels fighting against 
the government of the president who 
replaced him. Egypt saw its revolution 
rolled back in 2013 with a military 
coup against its elected leader Moham-
med Morsi.  
 Unsurprisingly, Tunisia is 
often hailed as the sole success story 
of the Arab Spring. However, while 
Tunisia outstandingly weathered the 
difficult process of political transition, 
the newly established government 
has failed to address economic woes, 
particularly regional socioeconomic 
inequality. Despite the temptations for 
Tunis to continue its focus on invest-
ment and industry in coastal regions, 
the Tunisian government must turn 
toward developing the country’s inte-
rior if it hopes to preserve its political 

gains and its long-term stability.
 Tunisia underwent a relative-
ly successful political transition pro-
cess. In contrast to other post-Spring 
nations, the post-revolution Tunisian 
government focused on establishing 
an institutional process, rather than 
trying to advance a particular vision 
for what its post-Spring society should 
look like. Tunis held elections in Octo-
ber 2011 for a Constituent Assembly, 
which was tasked with writing a new 
constitution. The Ennahda Party won 
a plurality in parliamentary elections, 
which sparked concerns that the 
Islamist party would roll back women’s 
rights and impose religious dogma-
tism on the country. However, he 
party, and particularly its co-founder 
Rached Ghannouchi, showed unique 
pragmatism and compromise. The 
assassinations of leftist politicians 
Chokri Belaid and Mohamed Brahmi 
threatened to derail the transition 
process, but Ennahda came to the 
table and agreed with the opposition 
to appoint an interim government led 
by technocrat Mehdi Jomaa. The new 
cabinet was given the responsibility of 
paving the way for new parliamentary 
and presidential elections, which took 
place in October and November 2014.  
With the new constitution adopted in 
January 2014, the elections—the first 
free and fair poll in Tunisian history—

appeared to confirm Tunisia as a rare 
success story.
 Mehdi Jomaa, the prime min-
ister of the technocratic government 
responsible for overseeing parlia-
mentary and presidential elections in 
October and November 2014, has em-
phasized that Tunisia’s unique culture 
of tolerating and accepting the other 
side was crucial to the smooth transfer 
of political power. Columbia Professor 
Alfred Stepan refers to Tunisia’s “twin 
tolerations”: the first that democratic 
legislative officials are free to promul-
gate laws without having to face off 
against religious authorities; and the 
second that the state allows religious 
citizens to freely air their views and 
values in the sphere of civil society.i

 While many may argue that 
Tunisia has unique qualities that made 
its political transition more conducive 
to success than that of other states 
in the region, it is not immune to 
the other economic issues that have 
plagued the rest of the region. Above 
all, and particularly for Tunisia, the 
poor economic conditions that led 
people to take part in the 2011 protests 
have not improved. Unemployment in 
Tunisia remains over 15 percent and 
reaches over 30 percent for those with 
university degrees in some regions.ii 
Since January, people have returned to 
the streets to protest unemployment, 
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lack of job creation, and perceived 
unresponsiveness from the govern-
ment to economic issues. These 
demonstrations started in Kasserine 
Governorate but have since spread to 

other cities and regions. This has led 
the Tunisian government to extend 
the state of emergency that began in 
November 2015 following an ISIL-
claimed attack on a bus carrying mem-

bers of the president’s security guard.
 The Tunisian government, 
for its part, understands that its 
population is frustrated that it has not 
seen any rise in living standards.  In 
response to the new protests, President 
Beji Caid Essebsi gave an address to 
the nation promising new programs 
to create jobs, recognizing that “there 
is no dignity without work.” However, 
he urged that Tunisians be patient 
and placed blame on “ill-intentioned 
hands,” including ISIL, that have “in-
tervened and inflamed the situation.”iii

 Nonetheless, while the Tuni-
sian government has paid lip service to 
the economic hardships of its citizens, 
it has continued to pay insufficient 
attention to developing the interior 
regions of the country. Protests in both 
2011 and 2016 originated from the 
interior of the country. Bouazizi lived 
in Sidi Bouzid in central Tunisia. The 
most recent wave of protests started 
in Kasserine, a governorate in western 
Tunisia that borders Algeria. Besides 
unemployment and inflation, regional 
inequality is a primary catalyst for 
discontent among the population. 
Investment and infrastructure are 
significantly better developed along 
Tunisia’s coast. This has always been 
the case, but grew worse under Ben 
Ali, who pushed for investment in 
coastal tourism and manufacturing in 
commercially valuable locations along 
the Mediterranean.
 Without addressing re-
gional inequality by striking at its root 
causes—mainly lack of investment 
and lack of political will to take on the 
tough challenge—Tunisia may find its 
political achievements over the past 
five years in peril. Economically, the 
migration of Tunisians from the rural 
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Despite the temptations for Tunis to continue its focus on invest-
ment and industry in the coastal regions, the Tunisian govern-
ment must turn toward developing the country’s interior if it 

hopes to preserve its political gains and its long-term stability.
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interior to urban areas along the coast 
will eventually overburden even those 
areas of the country that do have well-
developed infrastructure and industry.  
Extremely high unemployment among 
university graduates and women, 
moreover, have fueled further frustra-
tion.  In terms of security, unemploy-
ment, lack of socioeconomic advance-
ment, and other grievances could 
push disillusioned Tunisian youth into 
the hands of extremist organizations, 
including ISIL. That unemployment 
and inequality endanger the stability 
of Tunisia’s hard-won political system 
is not lost on Tunisian leaders. So 
why has there been such little effort 
to develop the country’s interior and 
mitigate regional inequality?
 One reason often cited by 
analysts is that developing Tunisia’s 
interior will require massive structural 
reforms. Up until the 1980s, eastern 
regions attracted more investment 
because of the political underrepre-
sentation of western areas and the 
dominance of lobbies from the east 
coast.iv The Tunisian government has 
paid growing attention to regional 
disparities since the 1980s—this has 
produced convergence across regions 
in access to some basic services, but 
has failed to touch on disparities in in-
vestment, job creation, and industrial 
capacity.
 According to the World Bank, 
Tunisian policymakers must find a 
careful balance between addressing 
regional inequalities and maintaining 
economic efficiency. On the one hand, 
the already-existing concentration of 

jobs and infrastructure in the coastal 
regions means that investments will 
have their highest yield where busi-
nesses and people are already located. 
On the other hand, alleviating spatial 
inequality requires investment in lag-
ging regions, which means that some 
resources are likely to be wasted.v

 Much of the international 
community—likely out of fear that 
ISIL and other extremist organiza-
tions will infiltrate Tunisia and foment 
the collapse of its political system and 
stability—has stepped up its efforts to 
assist Tunis. The International Mon-
etary Fund is in an advanced stage of 
negotiations with Tunisia to provide 
Tunis with a reported $2.8 billion over 
four years to support its structural 
economic reform program, which is 
said to include tax reforms, pension 
reform, and bolstered public finan-
cial management.vi France recently 
announced that it would provide 100 
billion Euros (roughly $111 billion) 
in economic support.vii The European 
Commission has voiced its readiness 
to provide 500 million Euros ($555 
million) in macrofinancial aid in the 
form of medium-term loans with the 
goal of forming a “sustainable model of 
economic growth.”viii

 The interior of the country is 
largely rural and depends on agricul-
ture for what little wealth it has, but 
given Tunisia’s ranks of university 
graduates and current youth bulge, 
improvements to agricultural produc-
tivity encounter diminishing returns 
and will not alleviate the mismatch 
between workforce skills and employ-

ment opportunities. A more equitable 
distribution of economic development 
across the country, achieved through 
the active promotion of more job-
friendly industries like manufacturing, 
tourism, and services could stem the 
drain of talented youth from the areas 
that need them most and encourage 
start-ups, SMEs, and other forms of in-
novative entrepreneurship.
 The lines of assistance re-
cently promised by the international 
community provide opportunities to 
move away from populist policies of 
increasing welfare subsidies toward 
inclusive and systematic economic 
restructuring that sustainably fosters 
job creation, particularly for Tunisia’s 
university graduates and female work-
ers. While unemployment is listed as 
the key target of this aid, it is essential 
that this support is also geared toward 
mitigating regional inequality. The 
international community could fill 
an important gap by working with 
government authorities on ways to 
encourage the flow of FDI beyond Tu-
nisia’s coastal regions and into its rural 
and underdeveloped interior.
 Going forward, Tunisia would 
be best suited if it uses this influx of 
aid to address its regional inequal-
ity. Improvements in infrastructure, 
stimulation of private sector growth, 
and expanding access to health and 
education, concentrating on the inte-
rior of the country, will be key not only 
for its long-term economic well being 
but for the stability and longevity of 
its hard-earned post-Spring political 
system.
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A TALE OF TWO COURTS: 

By Zixuan Xiao 

It is easy to be cynical when discuss-
ing the Chinese judiciary. Almost all the 
judges are the member of the Commu-
nist party, cases of judicial corruption are 
commonly reported, during President Xi’s 
anti-corruption campaign, the biggest 
culprit found was Zhou Yongkang, the 
head of the Politics and Law Committee 
of the Party, who oversaw the judiciary 
and police force across the country.
 It is not easy, however, to 
discredit Chinese judiciary entirely. China 
is the world’s second largest economy, 
and it attracts the most foreign direct 
investment.i Without an autonomous 
and predictable legal system to solve 
disputes in trade and transactions, it 
would not be possible for China to attract 
this large amount of foreign investment, 
especially from Western investors. There-
fore, there seems to be coexistence be-
tween an abusive Leninist state, where 
the government controls a corrupted 
judiciary and disrespects the rule of law, 
and a thriving capitalist state, where 
businesses can find opportunities for 
successful investment. The question is, 
then, how can one system of law, which 
generally highly values consistency, 
reconcile these two extremely different 
pictures? 
 The answer is straightforward: 
the Chinese government allows the 
court system to be relatively fair and 
autonomous in the commercial domain, 
but builds up institutional obstacles to 
prevent its expansion, which could un-
dermine the unrestrained political power 
of the Communist Party. 
 There is a strong correlation 
between the share of foreign capital in 
a local economy within China and the 

area’s judicial integrity. The more foreign 
investment in a region, the more local 
residents trust the integrity of local 
courts.ii Clearly, the Chinese govern-
ment understands the value of judicial 
impartiality and the quality of the court 
when trying to promote economic growth 
and attracting foreign investment. As for 
Chinese local officials, economic growth 
is the single most important criteria 
for receiving a promotion, and as such 
they are willing to provide more funding 
to the courts and restrain administra-
tive interference in judicial affairs. If by 
doing so they can attract foreign capital, 
officials welcome a fair and impartial 
legal system.iii Therefore, Chinese courts 
have a certain degree of autonomy in the 
commercial domain. It is this autonomy 
that enables China to be one of the key 
players in international markets.
 The more interesting question, 
however, is of how does the Chinese 
government controls the degree of 
judicial autonomy in the political domain, 
such as with human right issues. When 
China was about to join the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) in 2003, optimism 
prevailed among U.S. foreign policy 
experts regarding the future of rule of 
law in China. Since China had to agree 
upon certain international legal norms 
in the commercial arena in order to be 
accepted into the WTO, many in the West 
believed that joining could incentivize the 
establishment of genuine rule of law in 
China. “Once the Chinese open the door 
to legal reform, they won’t be able to 
control it,” the State Department argued, 
leading to “principles of legality, predict-
ability, and judicial independence” in 
other sectors.iv

 Although this optimism, in ret-
rospect, seemed to have been unfound-
ed, it is not without precedent. In many 
countries, such as the United States, 
judicial power seems to have a natural 
tendency to grow and to expand. The 
judiciary in the United States took a long 
time to become what it looks like today. 
Early on in the U.S., the Supreme Court 
took three major steps to expand power. 
First, Marbury v. Madison established 
the legitimacy and independence of the 
judiciary as well as the power of judicial 
review, which was not written in the 
U.S. Constitution. Second, McCulloch v. 
Maryland established the open-textured 
readings of constitutional language. 
Third, the Court’s protection on funda-
mental rights through the expansion of 
Due Process Clauses of the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments – so-called 
substantive due process – marked the 
greatest expansion of judicial power by 
defining fundamental rights.v

 For this transition to hap-
pen, however, the judiciary has to have 
‘constitutional space,’ where the supply 
and demand of expanding judicial power 
coincide. At the supply side, judges must 
have legal room to maneuver. And at the 
demand side, political actors must acqui-
esce in or even encourage extensions of 
court doctrine.vi In the U.S. for example, 
politicians often rely on judicial rulings 
to accomplish objectives that they seek, 
but feel politically incapable of advocat-
ing independently within the legislative 
or executive branch. For the U.S., the 
expansion of judicial power has been 
demand-driven because it is often easier 
to amend the law through judicial rulings 
than legislation.vii
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 China, however, can only estab-
lish a genuine rule of law when its court 
is able to rule against the government 
on human rights and political issues. 
Without being held responsible by consti-
tutional law, the nature of Leninist state 
cannot change. But the Chinese govern-
ment refuses to provide a legal supply 
for the expansion of judicial power, and 
instead has built up several institutional 
obstacles. In the political domain, the 
Chinese judiciary remains submissive 
and manipulated.
 Ideal legal norms certainly exist 
in Chinese law. In Article 2 of the PRC 
Constitution, there are explicit terms 
that claim the government not only has 
to protect primary human rights such as 
freedom of expression, press, assembly 
and religion, but also provide for and pro-
tect social welfare, by funding education, 
assisting elders and the disabled, and 
maintaining the people’s right to have 
holidays.viii By far, however, the Constitu-
tion is not legally enforceable. Neither 
judges nor lawyers have access to the 
words of constitution when making legal 
arguments. The courts cannot interpret 
the constitution, and neither can lawyers 
cite the constitution during litigation.ix 
Only the National People’s Congress 
(NPC) and its Standing Committee, 
nominally China’s highest political 
institution, has the power to interpret the 
Constitution.x But the NPC has deter-
mined that it cannot lead the expansion 
of judicial power in the political arena.
 First, the NPC is not able to use 
all its power granted to it, as there is no 
separation of power among the different 
branches of power in China. Although 
the executive, judicial, and legislative 
powers respectively belong to the State 
Department, Highest People’s Court, and 
National People’s Congress, all these 
branches have to report to the National 

People’s Congress. In this system, it 
would force the National People’s Con-
gress to undermine its own legitimacy 
by overturning any law created under it. 
As we have seen in the past 33 years 
since the passage of the current 1982 
Constitution, there has not been a single 
case of the NPC overturning an executive 
action or piece of legislation.xii

 

Second, the National People’s Congress 
is itself not an independent institution. 
All the important leaders of the NPC are 
at the same time high officials of the Chi-
nese Communist Party, and the elections 
of the National Congressional leaders 
are always single-candidate elections. 
Because of this, the NPC is a ‘rubber-

The Chief Justice of the Supreme People’s Court, Zhou Qiang, makes his annual report 
to the National People’s Congress in March 2016

Source: Xinhua

The court itself is not able to provide a check on the government 
by interpreting the constitution, since that power is controlled by a 

largely non-functioning legislative body.
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stamp’ legislative institution controlled 
by the Communist Party to legitimize the 
actions previously determined by CCP 
leaders.xii

 Third, the overall competency 
of the NPC is also in question. NPC 
representatives and members of its 
Standing Committee do not necessarily 
have legal knowledge, nor do they have 
to have staffers with such knowledge for 
making legal judgments. The current Law 
Committee under the NPC is consisted 
of a team of nine individuals responsible 
for the primary review of all the NPC’s 
legal work. In this group, however, only 

one member, Li Shishi, has a law degree, 
and his law degree is in international, not 
constitutional, law.xiii

 Although judicial review does 
not formally exist in the U.S. Constitution, 
the American political system provided a 
space to establish the legitimacy of the 
judiciary, the “least dangerous” branch 
of power.xiv In China, however, such an 
open space for the expansion of judicial 
power legally does not seem to exist. 
The Chinese government is therefore 
able to restrain the autonomy and the 
power of the court. Local governments 
can attract foreign capital and stimulate 

the economy, but citizens have little 
recourse for defending basic human 
rights in court. The court itself is not able 
to provide a check on the government by 
interpreting the constitution, since that 
power is controlled by a largely non-
functioning legislative body. Law is still a 
tool for the Chinese government to rule 
and to maintain its legitimacy, just as it 
has been for the Qin Dynasty more than 
2000 years ago. But for now, the judi-
ciary will keep playing both a submissive 
and autonomous role, separately serving 
China’s state and economy. 

i. “China Overtakes US for Foreign Direct Investment - BBC News.” BBC News. Accessed March 16, 2016. http://www.bbc.com/news/business-31052566.
ii. Wang, Yuhua. Tying the Autocrat’s Hands: The Rise of the Rule of Law in China. Cambridge University Press, 2014. 
iii. Ibid.
iv. Carothers, Thomas. Promoting the Rule of Law Abroad: In Search of Knowledge. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 2006. p195.
v. Silverstein, G. “Globalization and the Rule of Law: “A Machine That Runs of Itself?”” International Journal of Constitutional Law 1, no. 3 (2003): 427-45.
vi. Ibid.
vii. Ibid. 
viii. The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China
ix. Balme, Stéphanie, and Michael W. Dowdle. Building Constitutionalism in China. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.
x. Dong, Baocheng. Going Towards Constitutionalism: A Study on the Development of China’s Judicial Review (Part II) 走向规范宪法：中国违宪审查制度开展之研究（第二部分）. National 
Chengchi University. 2013
xi. Ibid.
xii. Ibid.
xiii. See the official website of NPC: http://www.npc.gov.cn/delegate/viewDelegate.action?dbid=111710
xiv. Hamilton, Alexander, John Jay, James Madison, and Clinton Rossiter. The Federalist Papers. Seattle, WA: Amazon Digital Services, 2011.

Zixuan Xiao is a senior at Brandeis, majoring in Politics with a minor in History. He is a contributing writer for BIJ.
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Connor Wahrman: First, democracy, in itself, cannot promise pragmatic 
benefits such as general welfare and national security. In order to 
benefit from democratic values and institutions, however, a state must 
meet these material needs for its citizenry. When should states prefer 
democracy over other forms of government?

Jeffrey Lenowitz: This is a big question, made all the more difficult 
because of the ambiguity of ‘democratic values’ and the impossibility 
of treating something like ‘pragmatic benefits’ as exogenous to regime 
type. Short answer: there is no reliable form of government that can 
be counted on to provide all pragmatic benefits that a citizenry might 
want, but a democracy probably does no worse than alternatives and 
has the added benefits of giving the people some form of political 
control, institutionalizing equality more so than any other regime type, 
and, to a degree, disincentivizing civil wars or coups. Shorter answer: 
take my course on democratic theory.

CW: International political institutions often have high standards of 

democratic values and processes for applicant members. Once states 
are members of these institutions, however, they can become increas-
ingly authoritarian, such as Hungary in the European Union today. How, 
if possible, can organizations like the EU prevent threats to democracy 
within their member states?

JL: Preventing antidemocratic forces from legally taking over democra-
cies is hard to do internally, let alone from the outside. Part of what 
makes a democracy a democracy is that it is the sole regime type 
that, at least theoretically, allows anyone the chance to participate. 
Antidemocratic forces have just as much a right to compete for power 
and votes as anyone else, and if they win, as Orbán’s Fidesz Party has 
repeatedly done, they rule. Attempting to prevent this is to walk the 
tightrope of militant democracy, which entails institutionalizing policies 
such as party bans and free speech restrictions that run the risk of 
compromising democracy, of becoming a medicine as bad as the dis-
ease, or energizing antidemocratic forces in the long run. For instance, 
though the causality is impossible to establish, many speculate that 

Dr. Jeffrey A. Lenowitz is an Associate Professor of Politics at Brandeis 
University, whose research focuses on democratic theory and institu-
tional design. At Brandeis, Professor Lenowitz teaches such undergrad-
uate courses as Global Justice, Constitutional Theory and Design, and 
Civil Liberties in America. He spoke with Connor Wahrman, our Editor-in-
Chief, on democratic institutions, transitions, and constitution-making.

TRANSLATING DEMOCRATIC THEORY 
INTO CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN:

A CONVERSATION WITH PROFESSOR JEFFREY A. LENOWITZ

BY CONNOR WAHRMAN 
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the repeated banning of Islamic parties in Turkey from the 70s until the 
2000s energized the base and led to the domination of AKP today. 

Despite this, perhaps international organizations can do something. One 
action might be to set stricter democratic criterion in their charters, 
establish routine monitoring institutions, and institutionalize sanctions 
to be applied when member states fail democratic inspections. This is 
made difficult, however, by the strong incentives an antidemocratic re-
gime has to erode democracy and entrench its rule once they come to 
power. Perhaps more importantly is for international organizations, and 
here I am talking about the EU in particular, to cease encouraging the 
tolerance of authoritarian leaders. Due to the quasi-federal structure of 
the EU, members of Orbán’s European level political party (the EPP) have 
every reason to support the regime, or at least actively look the other 
way, and they have routinely done so. With Fidesz in power they have 
guaranteed votes in the European Parliament. At the same time, the 
prohibition of direct EU meddling in domestic politics prevents opposi-
tion parties in the European Parliament from working with local groups 
that oppose Fidesz. This means that, roughly, the EU structure provides 
incentives for some members of the European Parliament to defend 
autocrats and creates barriers for those members who wish to oppose 
them. Correcting this asymmetry might make it more possible for the 
EU and similar organizations to criticize and actually punish member 
states that cease being democracies, though admittedly it involves a 
further erosion of national sovereignty that many are not comfortable 
with, perhaps for good reason.  

CW: When states engage in democratic transition, such as in the post-
Soviet roundtables of Eastern Europe, it is most often not the public 
who decides the nature of the new regime, but a consortium of elites. 
Additionally, the former regime may play a large role in negotiations. 
How does the composition of constitutional councils impact the demo-
cratic nature of new regimes?

JL: I assume you are asking whether the composition of the constitu-
tion-making body influences the chances that a new constitution will 
create a democracy, and/or whether the new government created by 
the constitution will actually be democratic in practice. I think the best 
answer is that no one really knows for sure. The most rigorous empiri-
cal studies of comparative constitution-making suggest an association 
between participatory and transparent constitution-making procedures 
on the one hand and democratic institutions and rights protections in 
the resultant text on the other, but these works rely on a problematic 
dataset and, moreover, tell us little in the way of causality. In other 
words, its unclear whether democratic constitution-making procedures 

produce democratic constitutions, or whether countries in which demo-
cratic constitution-making is possible are also the sorts of places that 
will create democratic constitutions. 

That being said, I can say two further things. First, elites are always 
the creators of new constitutions. From the first written constitution 
in Massachusetts in 1780 to the Constitution of South Africa in 1996 
to this year’s proposed Constitution of Thailand, these are documents 
written largely by elites and those they appoint to help them. Even 
in constitution-making process with powerful elected constituent 
assemblies, those elected usually are existing elites. The interesting 
questions are not about whether constitutions are created by elites, 
but about the types of elites involved, the level of transparency in the 
process, the extent to which public input is gathered and utilized, and 
the general way in which the public is brought in.

Second, the best constitution-making processes should be set-up to, as 
much as possible, do two things. First is to select for publicly-oriented 
participants and provide incentives for them to take a long-term 
holistic view when making drafting decisions. Second is to maximize the 
chances that the resultant document will be embraced by the people, 
existing power holders, and the international community, and go into ef-
fect. When it comes to incorporating members of the previous regime, 
these two goals push in opposite directions. Obviously, members of 
the previous regime can be expected to want to entrench their own 
power, which goes against the first goal. At the same time, even when 
overthrown or pressured to institute regime change, previous regimes 
still might hold on to significant amounts of power and influence, mak-
ing their participation crucial to creating a functioning and stable new 
constitutional regime. Thus, there are no hard and fast rules about the 
degree to which members of the previous regime should be involved in 
the new constitution-making process, as the given context, specifically 
their popularity and influence, will make all the difference.

CW: For many states coming out of civil war, drafting a new constitution 
is an integral part of national reconstruction. Some scholars have pro-
posed, however, making draft constitutions part of the peace negotia-
tion process. Is this process an effective way to either end conflicts or 
create effective constitutions?

JL: This is yet another controversial issue. From my perspective, peace-
making and constitution-making are two different processes that must 
be kept apart conceptually and temporally, lest one corrupt or hinder 
the other (this is ignoring cases in which the civil conflict is about the 
contents of the constitution itself; here, separation is likely impossible). 
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The goal of peace-making is straightforward: immediately stop violence 
and prevent further death and destruction. Such a pressing goal 
demands doing whatever it takes (within reason) to appease involved 
actors. This often means bargaining, making short-term concessions 
to existing power holders. In this way, peace-making often involves 
recognizing current power holders and acquiescing, at least in part, to 
their demands. Constitution-making is completely different in important 
ways. The goal is to create an accepted and implemented constitution 
that lays out and empowers the structures and institutions through 
which political conflict will transpire in the future while shielding citizens 
from government overreach. This requires thinking long-term, imagining 
an optimum structure capable of both governing now and protecting 
existing citizens, and regulating politics as power disparities change and 
new political actors come into existence. In other words, constitution-
making requires arguing, reason-laden and often lengthy discourse 
that serves the purpose of educating, persuading, and increasing the 
epistemic potential of a decision-making procedure. It also requires 
widespread and active acceptance throughout a state, which often 
means securing the support of a wide range of civil and private actors. 

With this in mind, we can see why combining the two processes is a 
mistake. Peace-making and constitution-making have different timelines, 
goals, actors, and optimal behavior of those involved. Combining the 
two processes often means sacrificing the effectiveness of one of 
them. Due to the immediacy of peace-making and the moral priority 
placed on avoiding the further loss of life, what is often sacrificed is the 
constitution-making process. This, predictably, leads to constitutions 
that entrench existing power distributions, fail to garner the support of 

minority groups either dominated in or excluded from the central con-
flict, or are deficient because of the speed in which they were written. 
The failures of simultaneous constitution-making and peace-making in 
countries such as Iraq, Afghanistan, and Lebanon should make us weary 
of this combination. 

CW: Finally, states in transition often employ the international commu-
nity in drafting new constitutions. Getting foreign individuals or bodies 
involved, however, can result in a constitution that imposes values 
not shared by the country’s population, or mechanisms ill-suited for 
the current political situation. Is there an appropriate role for external 
actors in constitution-making, or do they generally do more harm than 
good?

JL: While it is true that external advisors have been present in 
constitution-making processes that have ended poorly, they have also 
been involved in constitution-making processes that have ended well. 
Nothing automatically follows from external advisement. However, 
the proper role of external actors is to help educate local leaders on 
constitutionalism and the constitution-making process, and to provide 
them support with similar mass education efforts. To a degree, some 
sort of constitution-making best practices do exist, and external advi-
sors can quite helpfully disseminate them. However, these need to be 
adjusted for historical, cultural, and institutional context, and must be 
embraced and implemented by local leaders, rather than imposed from 
the outside. 
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REACHING FOR THE SKY:

By Justin Chu

THE NEW AGE OF CONNECTION IN SRI LANKA

For many in the West, strong internet 
connectivity is almost a certainty in 
nearly every pocket of the hemisphere. 
Yet for many parts of the world, global 
tech conglomerates are fighting to fill in 
the gaps in order to potentially squeeze 
out any market share and profitability. In 
early 2015, Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg launched an internet initiative in 
India, Free Basics, which allowed Indians 
free mobile data to connect to websites 
vetted and controlled by the company.i 
Free Basics movement was later shut 
down by the Indian government after 
claims of “neo-colonialism,” as Facebook 
created an internet where practically the 
only website was theirs.ii 
 On the heels of this failure, 
Google launched a new program called 
“Project Loon” to provide internet con-
nectivity for the inhabitants of Sri Lanka 
through a set of 15 solar-powered bal-
loons floating at 12 miles high beaming 
down connectivity to cellular device 
users with 4G/LTE compatible phones.iii 
For Google, the benefit is obvious, as 
increased connectivity will lead to more 
market opportunities and potential to 
reach new consumers on the island 
nation. If the project is successful in Sri 
Lanka, Google plans to launch another 
set of “Loon” balloons in Indonesia.iv For 
the Sri Lankan government, however, 
increased internet access may mark a 
shift away from a regime of brutal mili-
tary intimidation towards a new advent 
of democracy. 

Background

 In Sri Lanka, the roots of 

authoritarianism stretch back to the 
26-year civil war from 1983 to 2009 be-
tween the government and the minority 
rebel group called the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), more popularly 
referred to as the Tamil Tigers. Despite 
being written into the Sri Lankan Con-
stitution, freedom of the press was not 
necessarily fully implemented during the 
tumultuous times of civil war.v Through-
out the war, journalists and others with 
dissenting views were in immediate 
danger of murder, kidnapping, and other 
threats of violence.vi In a high profile 
case in 2009, the editor of newspaper 
The Sunday Leader Lasantha Wick-
rematunge wrote a scathing editorial 
condemning the government foreseeing 
his own death by their hands, writing that 
“when finally I am killed, it will be the 
government that kills me.”vii

 After the war, however, 
general curtailing of the media did not 
end. Through an elimination of checks 
on presidential powers, the central 
government gained more power over 
press freedoms after the civil war. The 
newly-amended constitution allowed the 
President with total control over both 
the police force and cabinet ministries, 
including the Defense and Media Minis-
tries, to violate freedom of expression.viii 
Not only would the President be permit-
ted to control the mechanisms of inves-
tigating potentially strange murders of 
journalists, but he could also determine 
what they would be able to publish in 
the first place. Despite these restrictions 
on the mechanisms of press freedom, 
a cornerstone of liberal democracy, the 
newly elected president may usher in a 

new era of understanding and informa-
tion freedom. 

Give Me Liberty
 
 In popular Western lexicon, 
one of the most often cited phrases 
is “freedom of the press.” Yet those in 
power in the West grappled for power 
with ‘muckrakers’ – journalists exposing 
cronyism in major metropolitan areas 
from the early part of the 20th century to 
the Woodward and Bernstein Watergate 
Scandal in 1973. Journalists closely tied 
to the Sri Lankan civil war, however, have 
faced a very different sort of struggle for 
power, here at the hands of government 
and guerilla fighters who would monitor, 
kidnap, or kill them. In 2006, a Tamil 
reporter named Subramaniyam Sugithar-
ajah was killed shortly after publishing a 
news story contradicting the government 
explanation of deaths of five suspected 
student militants.ix In addition, the reach 
of the LTTE extended into the press as 
they did not tolerate any criticism since 
their inception; that fervor resulted in 
a closure of a Tamil newspaper and at-
tacks on Tamil journalists.x The reason 
for this censorship was to constrict any 
discontent with the Tigers. These formal 
and informal restrictions on the press 
throughout the conflict resulted in Sri 
Lanka being rated among the worst 
countries in the world for press 
freedom.xi 

New Horizons

 With the defeat of the Tamil 
Tigers in 2009, then-President Mahinda 
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Rajapaksa became increasingly authori-
tarian with the aforementioned changes 
to the Constitution. According to one 
Western scholar named Neil Devota, “the 
regime has now accumulated sufficient 
power to ensure the Rajapaksa rule can 
continue even against the popular will.”xii 
By manipulating powers given to within 
the Constitution, the President could act 
virtually unopposed with control over all 
ministries in the government. 
 Upon announcing the election 
in November 2014, Rajapaksa’s Health 
Minister Maithripala Sirisena defected 
from his party to form a multiparty coali-
tion called the New Democratic Front 
under the premise of abolishing the 
power structure of the executive branch 
which rode into a 51-48 Presidential 
victory.xiii In addition, the newly formed 

party pledged to look into the accusa-
tions of war crimes committed during 
the civil war to create a more populist 
fervor.xiv For the newly elected President 
Sirisena, the challenge became trying 
to restore the faith of the electorate by 
reducing the power and stigma of the 
executive branch. According to the edi-
tor of the state-run Daily News Rajpal 
Abeynayake, the newspaper’s job was to 
“reflect the line of whatever government 
is in power… If the government changes, 
so does the newspaper… If they want to 
change that practice they could, but so 
far no government has done it.”xv For the 
editor of the national state-run newspa-
per to have that mentality, the root of 
press censorship must extend deep into 
the heart of a society with pervading 
fear of a historically brutal, authoritarian 

government. 
 In addition, censorship 
imposed on the internet restricted Sri 
Lankans to only a handful of sites, 
similar to China’s ‘Great Firewall.’ Before 
the results of the Presidential election, 
the users of the public Internet Service 
Provider were shut off from non-state-run 
news organizations; only those using a 
private ISP could access those sites. In 
addition, towards the ending stages of 
the conflict, the government began to 
restrict websites seen to “divide” the 
Sri Lanka people which often came in 
the forms of the previously mentioned 
site blocks – most often without a court 
approval.xvi The extent of state-controlled 
media stems to a 2010 declaration by 
the Department of Media stating that 
all websites concerning Sri Lanka, its 

With more press freedom now than ever before, Sri Lankans can experience a step toward a better future

Source: Reuters
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people, or its policies must go through 
a registration process; luckily, this was 
eventually not enacted due to a lack of 
logistical soundness. Regardless, it is 
clear that the state-run internet system 
attempted to subvert the Freedom of the 
Press and Freedom of Speech outlined in 
the Sri Lankan constitution. By allowing 
the state-run internet schemes to loosen 
and allow privately owned companies 
into his country, President Sirisensa is 
changing the historic focus of censor-
ship into one of a more free society. In 
other words, in a society allowed to freely 
browse the internet on state or privately 
provided Internet Service Providers, 
people are allowed to make their own 
informed opinion without fear of retribu-

tion as in the past. 

Conclusion

 While the start of the “Loons” 
marks a movement away from authori-
tarian restrictions on press freedoms, 
there is still much to be seen to see how 
President Sirisensa heals the distrust 
felt between the people and his regime. 
Immediately after his inauguration, Mr. 
Sirisensa’s Prime Minister declared the 
media was “free to report” whatever and 
however it wanted “without the fear of 
being abducted.”  Even with this declara-
tion, much work must be done to create 
a more popular and equitable democ-
racy. The first step must be to restructure 

the existing Constitution in a way to 
move power away from the executive. 
This move would not only restore popular 
trust in the government, but at least 
partially enfranchise the Tamil minority, 
which still has not been fully able to exer-
cise its own rights. While freedom of the 
press is often overlooked in discussions 
in the foundations of a populist democ-
racy, a properly functioning government 
must allow for dissenting views to fully 
enlighten the populace. By jumpstart-
ing an initiative to provide the means to 
connect Sri Lankan citizens with the rest 
of the world, Sirisensa is reviving the 
freedom of choice. 
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South Sudan has faced internal conflict and administrative corruption that 
currently threatens its success as a new democracy.

SOUTH SUDAN:

By Madeline Black

Despite a turbulent, and sometimes 
violent, path to independence, South 
Sudan officially seceded from Sudan on 
July 9th, 2011. South Sudan’s transition 
to a new democracy followed a referen-
dum held in January 2011, in which 99% 
voted in favor of independence.i With the 
support of international agents, including 
both government and nongovernmental 
organizations, South Sudan crafted a 
constitution that allowed it to become 
a separate state. In the time since, 
however, South Sudan has faced internal 
conflict and administrative corruption 
that currently threatens its success as a 
new democracy. 
      In December 2013, tension between 
Salva Kiir, the elected president of South 
Sudan, and his former vice president, 
Riek Machar, intensified, beginning a 
civil war that would last for two years and 
result in thousands of deaths and over 
a million displaced people.ii The conflict 
began when Kiir dismissed top political 
officials, including Machar, for suppos-
edly planning to overthrow him in a coup, 
while Machar claimed that Kiir was mak-
ing a play to consolidate power.iii Though 
the conflict began on an individual scale 
as leaders attempted to claim political 
power for themselves, it soon became an 
ethnic conflict when the Dinkas backed 
Kiir and the Nuer backed Machar.iv The 
Dinkas and Nuer have often come to 
conflict over cattle and territory in the 
past, but the ethnic nature of this conflict 

is exacerbated by the ethnic ties of 
each potential leader and the possibil-
ity of one of the groups gaining political 
influence.v

     As the conflict continued, negotia-
tions between the warring parties failed 
and Kiir and his opposition broke many 
ceasefires, despite assistance from the 
United States and other international 
and nongovernmental organizations.vi 
After the UN Security Council threatened 
to “act immediately”vii to address the 
danger both sides posed to civilians, the 
parties reached a tentative peace deal 
in August 2015.viii This peace agree-
ment was hardly the end of the conflict, 
however. In December 2015, Kiir made 
the unilateral decision to dissolve South 
Sudan’s 10 states and replace them 
with 28 news states, to be governed by 
men loyal to him.ix This new arrangement 
favored the Dinka tribes, jeopardized the 
August peace agreement, and represent-
ed a new source of aggravation.x In Feb-
ruary, however, Kiir appointed Machar 
to the position of deputy, reinstating his 
title as Vice President and honoring one 
of the terms of the August peace deal.xi

      As a new democratic state, South 
Sudan is still in a fluid legal state. In 
2011, South Sudan ratified a Transitional 
Constitution that is currently subject to 
review by the National Constitutional 
Review Commission (NCRC) before 
the country can adopt a permanent 
constitution.xii The Transitional Consti-

tution builds on the body of work first 
developed the Comprehensive Peace 
Agreement of 2005. The Comprehen-
sive Peace Agreement was a series of 
agreements established between the 
government of Sudan and South Sudan’s 
army, the Sudan’s People Liberation 
Movement, which had been engaged 
in ongoing conflict since 1983.xiii These 
agreements set a legal precedent for 
the people of South Sudan’s right to 
self- determination, setting into motion 
a transitional process that led to the 
2011 referendum and the authoring of a 
Transitional Constitution.
       During the process of writing the 
transitional constitution, international 
organizations provided support and 
recommendations to ensure the new 
constitution held true to democratic val-
ues. Jason Gluck, from the United States 
Institute of Peace, offered constitutional 
advisement. Acknowledging that consti-
tutions must be unique to the cultural 
and political context of a nation, he 
emphasized that the only requirement 
of a democratic constitution is that it be 
“deemed legitimate in the eyes of the 
citizenry.”xiv Democratic elements, such 
as public participation, transparency, 
and consensus are fundamental to the 
legitimacy of the constitution. 
     This current period of transition, dur-
ing which the Transitional Constitution is 
to be closely scrutinized and improved, 
is critical in South Sudan’s success as 

DEMOCRACY OR DESPAIR
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a democracy. Many factors contribute 
to the health of South Sudan’s democ-
racy. The type of legal framework that 
is established in the constitution, how 
this legal frame work is decided upon, 
and whether or not public officials and 
politicians, including the president, 
follow the rule of law established by the 
constitution will determine the legitimacy 
of democracy in South Sudan.  
      President Kiir’s actions are concern-
ing, as they demonstrate a disregard for 
the law established in the transitional 
constitution. By removing political oppo-
sition from office and unilaterally arrang-
ing political geography to his own advan-
tage, Kiir appears to be more concerned 
with maintaining his own power than 
with the success of democracy in South 
Sudan. In preventing political opposition 
from remaining in public office within his 
administration, Kiir has hindered public 
participation and inclusivity, sacrificing 
these democratic values for his own 

personal gain. 
      Though this particular threat to South 
Sudanese democracy comes from Kiir 
acting outside the interests of democ-
racy, part of the threat also stems from 
the Transitional Constitution itself. The 
legal framework adopted has many 
weaknesses which pose a threat to the 
state’s ability to function democratically. 
Many international observers, working 
for government and nongovernmental 
agencies, have identified these flaws. 
     A group of Swiss observers, asked 
by President Kiir to critique the Transi-
tional Constitution, predicted some of 
the issues that threaten rule of law and 
democracy. Legislatively, the Transitional 
Constitution outlines a bicameral system 
in which two assemblies engage in joint 
sessions. The constitution itself does not 
mandate the number of representatives 
from each state within each assembly, 
instead leaving this decision up to the 
political majority.xv  Without constitution-

ally mandated representation, tension 
over participation may emerge.
      The power given to the executive, 
however, is most problematic. The Tran-
sitional Constitution does not provide 
term limits, allowing a single politician to 
maintain power indefinitely by winning 
elections.xvi While the lack of guaran-
teed transitions of power could lead to 
abuse of the system, it still allows for 
public participation. The Transitional 
Constitution also allows the President to 
“remove a state Governor” or “dissolve 
a state Legislative Assembly.”xvii Since 
the positions are publicly elected, these 
executive powers allow the president 
to undermine the will of the voters and 
make irrelevant the public franchise. 
Constitutional flaws such as these hold 
as much of a threat to the legitimacy of 
democracy as presidential action that 
oversteps the constitution. 
    Apart from legal barriers to democra-
cy, South Sudan lacks the administrative 

President Kiir votes for an independent South Sudan in 2011 

Source: USAID Africa Bureau 
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effectiveness and resources to imple-
ment key components of its constitution. 
For instance, although the Transitional 
Constitution mandates that the Na-
tional Constitutional Review Commission 
(NCRC) produce a report on the constitu-
tion within a year from the ratification of 
the Transitional Constitution, the NCRC 
was not able to meet the original dead-
line. Instead of impartial experts, the 
President appointed politicians to review 
the constitution. There was a six- month 
delay before the legislative body decided 
on the budget for the commission, and 
even so, there were not enough resourc-
es to fund it. USAID contributed towards 
a facility for the commission to use, but 
even so, the commission was forced to 
ask for its mandate to be extended.xviii 
This situation reflects poorly on South 
Sudan’s ability to sustain good gover-
nance, let alone democracy. Even though 
constitutional review and international 
support may build a constitution that 
favors democracy, without the resources 
to implement governmental changes 
mandated by the constitution, democ-

racy cannot succeed. 
     Though violence and armed conflict 
have created an environment hostile to 
effective governance and democracy, 
the challenges South Sudan faces are 
surmountable. To succeed, South Sudan 
requires a solid foundation and must 
therefore follow the warnings of inter-
national critics and adopt a constitution 
that limits executive power and protects 
the will of the people and the right of the 
public to participate in decision mak-
ing. With a strong constitution as a solid 
foundation for democracy, the fate of 
South Sudan also rests on the executive. 
As leader of a new democracy, Presi-
dent Kiir has the ability to set powerful 
precedents. If he prioritizes the interests 
of the state and operates within the legal 
framework established by the constitu-
tion, he can set South Sudan on the road 
to legitimacy. By reappointing Machar as 
vice president, in keeping with the peace 
agreement, it appears he may choose 
to do so. His past decisions of making 
unilateral decisions that will help his own 
political career while ignoring the public 

will, however, may be more indicative of 
future action. 
       Finally, South Sudan requires the 
resources to overcome inefficiency and 
establish a functioning administration. 
Members of the international commu-
nity, like the United States government, 
have contributed enormously to support 
democracy in South Sudan by providing 
humanitarian assistance to the victims 
of the conflict and by helping to promote 
effective and accountable government 
in South Sudan.xix For these resources 
to be effective, however, South Sudan 
must have a president committed to 
the country’s future. In this respect, the 
future of democracy in South Sudan is 
dependent on President Kiir’s ability as 
a leader. If he remains preoccupied with 
personal power, constitutional frame-
works will not matter and the resources 
provided by the international community 
will be ineffective. South Sudan needs 
a leader that will sacrifice personal gain 
and stand for the rights of the people to 
govern themselves.
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ii. “Civil War in South Sudan,” Council on Foreign Relations Feb 12, 2016
iii. “Chasing and Elusive Peace in South Sudan” Council on Foreign Relations Feb 5, 2015
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1976.
With successful parlimentary elections, Portugal’s Carnation 
Revolution ushers in the “third wave” of global democratization.

1988.
After a plebiscite result of no-confidence for continuing General 
Augosto Pinochet’s rule in Chile, a democratically-elected coalition 
government replaces fifteen years of military rule.

1989.
After the Berlin Wall falls, movements in Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, 
Hungary, Romania, and Poland lead to democratic elections and 
the end of one-party, Communist rule.

DEMOCRACY’S THIRD WAVE: 
S U C C E S S E S  A N D  FA I L U R E S

1989.
Following the Tiananmen Square massacre of Chinese pro-
democracy protesters, Deng Xiaoping engages in economic, but 
not political, reforms.

Protesters during Portugal’s 1983 Carnation Revolution

Anti-Pinochet Poster in Chile’s 1988 Plebiscite



2000.
After 71 years of one-party rule, Mexico elects Vicente 
Fox as President, the first successful opposition candidate 
since 1910.

2014.
Following six months of protests, Thailand’s ruling military 
junta lifts martial law only to stage a coup a week later, 
suspending parliament and repressing dissent.

2013.
In Egypt, General el-Sisi overthrows President Morsi, sus-
pends the Constitution, and engages in widespread political 
repression, undermining Egypt’s democratic transition.

1994.
South Africa: Four years after his release from prison, 
Nelson Mandela becomes the first democratically-elected 
president of a multi-racial, post-apartheid South Africa.

1999.
Hugo Chávez, unable to seize power in Venezuela by force, 
rewrites the country’s constitution after being elected to 
consolidate personal power and rule by decree.

2000.
Taking power in Russia through a highly corrupted election, 
Vladimir Putin begins to centralize power in an increasingly 
repressive, kleptocratic regime.
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THE REIGN IN SPAIN

By Connor Wahrman 

This January, the Spanish autonomous 
community (AC) of Catalonia announced 
the creation of its own foreign affairs 
ministry, separate from that in Madrid.i 
Although all of the regional governments 
under Spain’s constitutional monarchy 
are autonomous in name, the current 
Catalonian government is making a pro-
nounced effort to secure the region’s 
complete political independence by 2017. 
Although unconstitutional under Spanish 
law, Catalan independence is supported 
both by current political leadership in the 
AC and parties vying for national control. 
With the Cortes Generales, the Spanish 
national legislature, currently unable to 
form a coalition government, the struggle 
over Catalonia has the potential to chal-
lenge the democratic order of not only 
Spain, but the European Union as well.ii

 Catalonia, besides being an 
AC, is also considered a distinct ‘nation’ 
within the country of Spain. Barcelona, 
the second-largest city in Spain, is Cata-
lonia’s capital, and the Catalan economy 
is one of the strongest and most diverse 
in the country. The AC’s economy is linked 
to the other regions of Spain not only 
through the common Spanish market, but 
also by interregional fiscal flows, which 
many Catalans claim serves to benefit 
other ACs at their expense. And although 
17 percent of Spaniards primary speak 
Catalan, which is an official language in 
Catalonia and certain other ACs, it is not 
recognized as a state language.iii These 
material and identity-based grievances 
may seem to underpin the current inde-
pendence movement, but institutional 
political factors have been equally, if not 
more, important for Catalonia.
 Ever since the 1978 Constitu-
tion that replaced decades of Francoist 

rule, Spain has been one of the most 
decentralized governments in the world. 
Although the Cortes is a national parlia-
ment, Spain is a quasi-federal state, with 
institutions of local self-government for 
all of its ACs.iv The system was meant 
to accommodate the desires of differ-
ent ethno-regionalist groups; the result, 
however, is the decentralization of power. 
First, each Autonomous Community not 
only has a natural incentive to give itself 
more power, but also an exclusive repre-
sentative body to voice such preferences. 
Each ACs also determines a portion of 
Cortes membership, and the other parlia-
mentarians are beholden to the provinces 
that elected them. Therefore, the Spanish 
government has a very weak center, and 
relies on concessions to particularistic re-
gional leaders to maintain control.v

 Given the power already in the 
hands of the Autonomous Communities, 
it has historically been difficult to muster 
broad-based political support for Catalan 
independence.  In 2012, for example, al-
though a pro-independence party formed 
a governing coalition in Catalonia’s par-
liament, the Generalitat, the coalition fell 
apart over distrust between its pro-busi-
ness and leftist factions. Additionally, the 
Socialists’ Party of Catalonia  has histori-
cally been opposed to outright 
secession.vi

 This inner antipathy to indepen-
dence has also manifested itself on a 
national scale. In 2006, the Ciudadenos 
(Citizens) party emerged in Catalonia 
with a strong opposition to regional inde-
pendence. In 2013, the party launched 
a national organization, which quickly 
gained momentum in the 2015 Cortes 
elections. Outperforming the Socialists, 
Ciudadenos even placed second in some 

opinion polls.vii Such performance, along 
with the ideological difference between 
even pro-independence parties, indicates 
that Catalonian public opinion is far from 
monolithic on the issue of statehood. 
 Recent moves towards Catalan 
sovereignty, then, are not caused by a 
groundswell of support for independence. 
Instead, they are the result of a general 
dissatisfaction with the status quo inher-
ent in the asymmetric Spanish political 
system. Asymmetry, or inequality among 
ACs, pushes in different ways. For exam-
ple, there is an ‘imitation effect,’ by which 
Catalonia seeks to match concessions 
given to other ACs, as described earlier. 
Given Catalonia’s unique identity and 
strong, developed economy, which consti-
tutes an asymmetric relationship with the 
rest of Spain, the AC believes it deserves 
more autonomy than others. But other 
ACs, not wanting to give Catalonia more 
autonomy than they have and unable to 
match Catalonia’s claims as they lack the 
ethnic and economic justifications to do 
so, block Catalonia from further conces-
sions.viii Unable to reach compromise by 
playing the system, then, Catalonia has 
decided to move towards independence 
to either win complete sovereignty, or fail-
ing that, at least to gain a stronger bar-
gaining position for increased autonomy.
 There are significant road-
blocks, however, to a successful bid for 
independence. First, a direct Catalonian 
referendum on independence is simply 
illegal under Spanish law. The 1978 Con-
stitution clearly states that the Spanish 
nation is indissoluble, and that sover-
eignty rests in the entirety of the Span-
ish people. Therefore, as explained in a 
2008 Judgment of the Constitutional 
Court (JCC), only a “constitutional reform 

´
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referendum involving all of the Spanish 
citizens” could legitimize regional inde-
pendence.ix 
 Second, such a national refer-
endum is not likely to occur, and even less 
likely to succeed. Assuming the Spanish 
legislature continues to oppose Catalan 
independence, it can prevent the referen-
dum by blocking legislation for a national 
referendum, denying authorization for the 
Generalitat to conduct its own referen-
dum, and preventing Catalonian institu-
tions from acting unconstitutionally, as it 
has been doing. Even if the governing co-
alition of the Cortes agrees to the princi-
ple of holding a referendum, it would have 
to negotiate with the Generalitat over the 
terms of the referendum and subsequent 
regulatory changes.x Such negotiation 
would have three possible outcomes: 

stalemate, a referendum process like 
Quebec’s, too difficult to garner over-
whelming regional separatist support, or, 
as happened with Scotland, an actual ref-
erendum that exposes the uncertainties 
and potential harms of independence. 
 Such uncertainties and poten-
tial harms are manifest for Catalonia, as 
Spain would almost certainly veto any 
motion in the European Union or NATO 
for Catalan accession.xi Without access 
to the common market of the EU, or the 
ability to use the Euro, there would be a 
global loss of confidence in the Catalan 
economy and an increase in the cost of 
business, resulting in multinational com-
panies leaving the region for other parts 
of Spain or Europe. Additionally, the very 
act of leaving Spain would cut off Catalo-
nia from internal Spanish labor and capi-

tal flows, further restricting growth. And 
without NATO’s security umbrella and po-
litical infrastructure, Catalonia would be 
limited in its ability to respond to internal 
and regional security threats. Any military, 
political, or economic negotiations would 
have to be done individually and on a bi-
lateral basis, costing much more for the 
small country.
 But even if Spain chose not to 
exercise its EU and NATO vetoes, it is still 
unlikely those organizations would accept 
Catalonian membership. NATO is already 
overextended,  worried about containing 
the rise in tensions between Turkey and 
Russia as well as concerned about its 
ability to deter Russian intervention in 
the Baltics.xii Admitting Catalonia would 
spread NATO resources even further, over 
concern that the Mediterranean country 

Although Catalonia wants a regional referendum to determine its independence, only a national referendum is allowed under Spanish law

Source: The Economist

But even if Spain chose not to exercise its EU and NATO vetoes, it is 
still unlikely those organizations would accept Catalonian membership.
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would be vulnerable to the current mi-
grant crisis. 
The EU, however, could decline Catalo-
nia for ideological, rather than practical, 
reasons. When the European Economic 
Community (EEC), the predecessor of the 
EU, first organized in 1958, its hope was 
that economic integration would unite the 
countries of Europe above conflict creat-
ed by rival national aspirations. With the 
possibility of Scottish independence still 
open, and with ethnic tensions on the rise 
as result of the global migration crises, 
one of the EU’s greatest challenges is to 
hold back the rise of European national-
ism.xiii Accepting Catalonia, a nationalist 
movement seeking to divide the demo-
cratic Spanish state, would legitimize na-
tionalism as a viable political tool, under-
mining the EU’s continental mission.
 As of now, although Catalonia 
may be going through the motions of in-
dependence, its short-term prospects of 

statehood are not high. Spain may not 
clamp down on the ‘independent’ insti-
tutions set up in the AC for fear of popu-
lar unrest, it will, however, still prevent 
any action that undermines actual po-
litical unity. Once a stable ruling coalition 
emerges in the Cortes, however it may 
seek to negotiate with the Catalans to 
ease tensions.
 Depending on how extensive 
these negotiations are, they could sig-
nificantly reduce nationalist tension 
in not only Catalonia, but the whole of 
Spain. One more simple solution could 
be to make Catalan, and possibly other 
dialects, such as Basque, official lan-
guages of the Spanish government. Such 
a change would be simple to implement, 
and increase overall Catalan sense of 
belonging in the Spanish community. A 
more dramatic solution, though, could 
be a complete federalization of the Cor-
tes. In giving ACs complete control over 

the legislature, Catalonia would have a 
guaranteed source of national political le-
verage, which it could exert to obtain ben-
efits without having to leave the whole of 
Spain.
 In summary, although Catalonia 
has little chance of successfully gaining 
independence, the political support for it 
doing so is troubling for both Spain and 
the European democratic order. Within 
Spain, agitation for Catalan sovereignty 
is a product of asymmetry and political 
entrepreneurship among ACs in a quasi-
federalized central government. For the 
European Union, however, Catalan na-
tionalism is a threat to the ideals of foster-
ing continental identity through economic 
and political integration. Should Spain fail 
to reform and peacefully manage Catalo-
nian secessionism, then, it could help to 
unravel the fabric of Europeanism itself.
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MEXICO’S UNSTABLE DEMOCRACY: 
By Zach Kasdin 

SELF - DEFENCE GROUPS, CARTELS, AND THE STRUGGLE OVER THE RULE OF LAW

On January 2, 2016, a team of drug 
cartel-hired assassins executed Gisela 
Mota, the newly inaugurated mayor 
of Temixco, Mexico. This recent event 
echoes the nearly 100 assassinations of 
Mexican mayors over the past decade, 
as drug cartels have emboldened their 
efforts to gain control over local political 
power. These cartels effectively integrate 
their financial and political influence into 
Mexican state structures, thus compro-
mising the “tools of the state” that are 
supposed to uphold the rule of law itself.i

 These specific acts, however, 
exist within a broader picture of instabili-
ty in Mexico: since 2006, increased crim-
inal violence has resulted in between 
80,000 and 100,000 deaths.ii As this 
violence has proliferated, the Mexican 
government has proven itself continu-
ally incapable of maintaining general 
citizen security. While it has attempted to 
mitigate cartel activities through ad-hoc, 
high profile arrests, it still fails to target 
the problem’s systemic roots. 
 In the past year alone, the Mex-
ican homicide rate increased by 11%, 
a trend which reversed the moderate 
decreases in violent crime since 2012. 
Such violence, however, does not come 
only from cartel violence; citizens have 
little confidence in the authorities them-
selves, with only half of crime victims 
feeling that they were treated well when 
they reported a crime. As such, only 
19.1% of crimes committed countrywide 
are ever reported.iii 

 Within such overarching citizen 
insecurity, the microcosmic political en-
vironments of Michoacán and Guerrero, 
two poor and rural states along Mexico’s 
southwestern coast, highlight the unsus-
tainable reality of the country’s current 
law enforcement frameworks. 
 Little stability exists for the 
citizens of Michoacán and Guerrero; in 
the latter, for example, 78.9% of those 
living in the state feel unsafe. While this 
lack of safety certainly derives in part 
from pervasive cartel activities in the 
region, only 36% of citizens trust the 
municipal and state police, and only 28% 
of individuals trust agents from the State 
Attorney’s Office.iv This public sentiment 
highlights a profound failure on the part 
of all tiers of the Mexican government to 
perform one of the most basic functions 
of a democratic society: ensuring the 
safety of its citizens. 
 Such an environment of 
excessively, yet unintentionally laissez-
faire policing and government control 
thus allowed for the direct proliferation 
of cartels, both in their illicit activities 
and in their replacement of govern-
ment systems. Between 2006 and 
2011, for example, the vicious drug 
cartel La Familia Michoacana (LFM) to 
a large extent controlled in practice the 
political structures of Michoacán. The 
cartel effectively established religiously 
founded, fear-mongering ‘courts’ and 
‘dispute resolution’ procedures, which 
in 2011 some citizens even preferred to 

the formal state justice of Michoacán.v 
Regardless of the existing state judicial 
structures, LFM established its own 
rule of law in Michoacán, assuming and 
exploiting functions of the Mexican state. 
And when official authorities dismantled 
LFM and arrested its leaders in 2011, 
the cartel Los Caballeros Templarios 
immediately filled the void of political 
control.vi 
 The Mexican government’s 
inability to enforce rule of law reflects 
a lack not only of material capacity, but 
also of effort to boost state presence in 
rural, cartel-ridden regions.vii The police, 
whose salaries range from $7,000 to 
$8,000 per year below the national 
average, are “under-trained, poorly moti-
vated, and highly corruptible.”viii

 For several decades, how-
ever, constitutionally-allowed militias of 
regional indigenous communities have 
filled political power vacuums. Such 
militias allowed the Mexican govern-
ment to outsource its responsibilities 
efficiently, but they were rurally focused, 
with jurisdiction only over their own com-
munities.ix In reaction to cartel activity 
in these often under-regulated areas, 
however, anti-crime self-defense forces 
called autodefensas began to emerge as 
early as 2011.x With Mexican authorities 
unable to quell organized crime, these 
groups emerged to reestablish some 
semblance of rule of law. Groups like the 
Templarios, in addition to corrupt and 
ineffective policing, thus precipitated the 

In order to reestablish legitimate, sustainable, and government-controlled systems 
of governance, the Peña Nieto Administration must first look inward to redress 

the institutional failures from which self-defense forces and cartels have emerged.
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need for proactive citizen self-defense.xi 
Such autodefensas are not, however, 
contained to Michoacán and Guerrero—
similar groups exist in at least twelve 
other states across Mexico. xii

 In the wake of their creation, 
these groups actually assumed the role 
of legal and political entities more ef-
fectively than the government had been 
able to for decades. One militia in Micho-
acán was able to impede the operations 
of the Templarios, which had seemed 
impossible for thousands of Mexican 
soldiers and federal police.  xiii Similarly, 
a different militia was able to recapture 
the municipality of Apatzinguán after 
a long period of unbreakable cartel 
control.xiv This effectiveness, however, 
was short-lived—although they emerged 
in response to unacceptable abuses by 
authorities and cartels, the autodefen-
sas often engaged in similar behaviors 
after establishing local authority.xv

 Autodefensas have become 
but another mechanism by which corrupt 

groups can pursue their own interests. 
Some cartels, for example, have begun 
to label their members as self-defense 
groups to both avoid persecution by 
other autodefensas and to undermine 
them from within. Similarly, some self-
defense groups have been “intricately in-
termeshing” with constitutionally-allowed 
rural community police forces, gaining 
government legitimacy as a result.xvi Even 
in instances of well-intentioned self-de-
fense forces, cartels have responded by 
establishing rival “self-defense forces,” 
through which they can counterbalance 
any established rule of law.xvii In some 
circumstances, militia funding comes 
from rival drug cartels in other regions 
attempting to gain from the autodefen-
sas’ ability to weaken their rivals.xviii

 In this sense, the presence of 
these self-defense forces often contrib-
utes more to violence and unrest than 
solves it. Militias have become an infor-
mal loophole, behind which cartels can 
mask their actions and the government 

can ignore local instability.  
 As a result of the clear faults 
in citizen self-defense forces, Mexico’s 
federal government has repeatedly de-
nounced their actions, claiming that they 
undermine official attempts to combat 
drug cartels.xix To a large extent, these 
complaints are valid, as continued opera-
tions of autodefensas chip away at the 
government’s legitimacy. If the federal 
government endorsed these militias, it 
would underscore its inability to uphold 
the rule of law. 
 Within the disjointed hierarchy 
of Mexican law enforcement, though, 
federal goals and policies have little hold 
on the actions of state and local forces. 
As a result, state officials have often 
suggested that that the militias could 
be tolerated in spite of federal govern-
ment policy. Autodefensas do, after all, 
take the weight of enforcement off of the 
underfunded state and local police. The 
result is an oft-contradictory government 
policy: states supply the autodefensas 

Source: AP Photo/Eduardo Verdugo

An armed self-defense group in Las Yeguas, Michoacán talks to community members 

 Theme



BRANDEIS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL   APRIL 2016 49

i. Ioan Grillo, “Why Cartels are Killing Mexico’s Mayors,” New York Times (New York, NY), Jan. 
15, 2016.  
ii. Vanda Felbab-Brown, “The Rise of Militias in Mexico: Citizens’ Security or Further Conflict 
Escalation?,” PRISM 5, no. 4 (2015): 174. 
iii. Viridiana Rios, “Five Security Priorities for Mexico,” The Mexico Institute of The Wilson 
Center (Washington, DC), Jan. 27, 2016.   
iv. Víctor Manuel Sánches Valdés, “How to Reduce Violence in Guerrero,” “Building Resilient 
Communities in Mexico: Civic Responses to Crime and Violence” Briefing Paper Series, The 
Wilson Center Mexico Institute, San Diego, CA (September 2015), 17
v. Vanda Felbab-Brown, 176. 
vi. Ibid., 177. 
vii. Ibid., 173. 
viii. David A. Shirk, Duncan Wood, and Andrew Selee, “Toward a More Comprehensive and 
Community-based Approach to Public Security,” in Building Resilient Communities in Mexico: 
Civic Responses to Crime and Violence, ed. David A. Shirk, Duncan Wood, and Eric L. Olson 
(Washington: Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 2014), 268.  
ix. Felbab-Brown, 175. 
x. Ibid., 177. 
xi. Kimberly Heinle, Cory Molzahn, and David A. Shirk, “Citizen Security in Michoacán,” 

 Zach Kasdin is a sophomore majoring in Politics and International & Global Studies. He is the North America Section Editor for the Journal, as well as 
a contributing writer.

with material goods while also arresting 
some of their members.xx 
 These contradictions make 
sense given President Peña Nieto’s 
attempts to deemphasize the instability 
and security threats the country faces. A 
fundamentally unstable state has little 
chance of attracting the foreign invest-
ment that the Peña Nieto administration 
has attempted to garner.xxi Embracing 
on a federal level the very groups that 
highlight state incompetence would be 
political suicide. Lower-tier acceptance 
of the autodefensas, however, has signifi-
cant value in an underfunded, corrupt 
system of law enforcement.     
 Although negotiations in early 
January 2014 intended to eventually dis-
arm the autodefensas, the government 
instead decided to fold them into a new 
branch of the state security apparatus: 
the Rural Defense Corps.xxii This decision 
legitimized groups whose original goal 
was to make up for the government’s 
shortcomings. The creation of the Rural 
Defense Corps suggests a fundamen-
tal, government-wide acceptance of its 
inability to uphold the rule of law. At this 
same time Mexico established a new 
police force, The Rural State Police.xxiii

 As a result of this overhaul, the 
Mexican government has crystalized the 
tensions and instabilities that brought 
about self-defense groups in the first 
place. In the two branches of policing, 
the citizen-staffed Rural Defense Corps 
and the professional Rural State Police, 

the latter relies upon the former to 
uphold the rule of law. Furthermore, the 
autodefensas’ effectiveness in quelling 
cartel actions suggests that the Rural 
Defense Corps will carry more of the 
weight in policing than the Rural State 
Police. 
 Additionally, this new system 
of law enforcement empowers organi-
zations of questionable funding and 
motives, while also setting a dangerous 
precedent, as simply setting up a self-
defense militia can get anybody onto the 
state’s payroll.xxiv In this sense, the estab-
lishment of the Rural Defense Corps pro-
vides a mechanism by which cartels can 
actually integrate themselves into the 
government, fundamentally undermining 
accountability and democratic legitima-
cy. In this environment, the execution of 
a mayor such as Gisela Mota becomes a 
low-risk operation, since cartel members 
are already integrated into the govern-
ment apparatus. The assassination, 
then, is not a grab for political power, 
but a symbolic demonstration of power 
already held. 
 Despite the dangers of the 
Rural Defense Corps, its founding sug-
gests a first step on the federal level in 
addressing instability in rural Mexico. 
Since the emergence of the self-defense 
groups, the Mexican government has 
faced two unfavorable decisions. Either 
Mexico can denounce the autodefensas 
and deny its accountability to citizen 
concerns, or it can embrace the autode-

fensas and actively undermine its own 
institutional frameworks. Fully embrac-
ing either path, however, delegitimizes 
Mexican democratic rule. 
 The current system, which 
endeavors to establish and uphold 
the rule of law in both rural and urban 
Mexico, cannot be a long-term solution. 
While the establishment of the Rural 
Defense Corps has attempted to regulate 
the autodefensas, integrating them into 
the larger state security framework has 
proven ineffective. After the assassina-
tion of a local political candidate in April 
2015, an armed group of 300 civilians 
seized the town of Chilapa. As this 
takeover occurred, the Mexican military 
and federal and municipal police stood 
on the sidelines, unable to act effectively 
against the self-proclaimed self-defense 
group.xxv Even under the new system of 
legitimized autodefensas, citizens still 
feel the need to proactively ensure their 
own security. 
 Recent reports of human rights 
abuses, which federal police carried out 
against self-defense forces, only under-
score domestic instability.xxvi Mexico has 
failed to address the systemic issues 
that brought about the autodefensas. In 
order to reestablish legitimate, sustain-
able, systems of governance, the Peña 
Nieto Administration must first look 
inward to redress the institutional fail-
ures from which self-defense forces and 
cartels have emerged. 
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Scandals surrounding the Nigerian 
government’s use of “security 
votes” under the guise of “nation-

al security” are representative of the 
country’s rampant political corruption. 
Most recently, the previous Chief of 
Defence Staff of Nigeria, Alex Ba-
deh, has been accused of using about 
$7 million in funds assigned to the 
Nigerian Air Force to purchase a man-
sion in Abuja while in office in 2013.i 
Moreover and equally as troubling 
are Nigeria’s corruption woes which 
extend to its lucrative oil-economy, in-
cluding the annual loss of an estimated 
$12 billion due to “industrial” oil theft 
as of 2014.ii 
 These problems are not new 
to Nigerians. To combat these issues, 
they elected Muhammadu Buhari, a 
leader who proved his will to combat 
corruption and crime during his previ-
ous administration which lasted from 
1983 to 1985, when he was overthrown 
by General Ibrahim Babangida amid 
accusations of rights abuses. Having 
distanced himself from military rule 
and embraced Democracy for an ener-
getic start to his term as president after 
being elected in March of 2015, Buhari 
bears the responsibility of combatting 
corruption; a fight for which he seems 
most apt.iii 
 New solutions are needed to 

old problems, and inspiration is always 
helpful to one who seeks to root out an 
ill as deeply embedded as Nigeria’s cor-
ruption—and perhaps, Buhari ought 
to look no further than Xi Jinping, 
president of the People’s Republic of 
China. Xi began serving the first of 
two expected five-year terms in March 
of 2013 and, since then, he has aggres-
sively set out to tackle the problem 
of corruption in China; investigating 
over 200,000 officials and Communist 
Party members since 2013, with a 99% 
rate of conviction.iv Approaching the 
fight against corruption in Nigeria 
with the same level of intensity used in 
Xi’s project, Buhari is likely to be more 
successful in his reform movement.
 While the Nigerian govern-
ment bears obvious structural differ-
ences to China’s with respect, namely, 
to the respective democratic and 
communistic political ideologies of 
each country, they share the unwanted 
problem of rampant corruption. 
Nigeria is ranked 136th and China, 
83rd out of a total of 168 countries on 
Transparency International’s 2015 
Corruption Perceptions Index.v Under 
Xi, China has been making strides 
which include arresting the former 
vice-chairman of the Central Military 
Commission, who runs China’s armed 
forces, for taking bribes.vi Though Xi’s 

anti-corruption campaign may never 
be completely successful because of 
the inherent nature of corruption in 
Chinese politics, he has made signifi-
cant progress—which is difficult to 
implement at the lower levels given an 
anti-corruption program in a nation of 
1.35 billion people.vii Taken for granted 
that Buhari’s application of a Xi-esque 
anti-corruption campaign would take 
a distinct form in a democracy versus 
in a communist state, Nigeria still 
stands to gain a leader who, like Xi, 
can gets the cogs of reform moving.    

Public Prosecution

 Publicizing the prosecution 
of corrupt officials is an effective way 
to send a message to the rest of the 
country; it sets the precedent that the 
government will not tolerate corrup-
tion. Public prosecution, in the sense 
that Xi uses it, and the sense that it 
would be useful to Nigeria, is carried 
out essentially by communicating to 
the public eye, the proceedings of the 
trials and convictions of those who 
break the law. Essentially, corruption 
thrives in an environment in which 
there are perceived to be little or no 
consequences. Until Buhari’s govern-
ment can demonstrate that Nigeria 
will punish those who steal from its 
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110 million citizens living below the 
poverty line, people will continue 
to be skeptical of the government’s 
capacity and determination to enforce 
much-needed reform.viii Programs like 
the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC), “created and 
empowered to prevent, investigate 
and prosecute economic and financial 
crimes,” are working effectively to 
discourage future offenders.ix Possi-
bly through public recognition of the 
commission’s victories, Nigeria can go 
about relaying the news—that times 
are changing.

Consistent, Lasting, and Equal Ap-
plication of Law

 Effective corruption reform 
relies heavily on whether or not the 
agents of that reform exercise their 
authority consistently and institution-
alize the reforms as an agent of more 
permanent change. The case of the 
Nigerian Petroleum Minister, Diezani 
Alison Madueke, presents an oppor-
tunity for Buhari’s anti-corruption 
campaign to acquire a heightened 
level of respect for bringing to justice a 
suspected corrupt official—among the 
worst offenders of the nation. Sus-
pected of diverting around $20 billion 
worth of capital from the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC) federation account to a sepa-
rate account, she fled the country early 
in 2015 amid Buhari’s rise to power.x 
Unless Buhari demonstrates Nigeria’s 
ability to tackle the nation’s corrupt 
elite, his campaign will have little per-
ceived or real effect on the status-quo. 
Xi Jinping’s anti-corruption reform, 
possibly owed to communistic values, 
proceeds with a reputation for egalitar-
ian enforcement. Xi’s reform promises 
to fight the “tigers and flies at the same 
time,” which increases the general 
population’s faith in government while 
intimidating the elite and discouraging 
them from stealing from the people.xi 
If he can empower the EFCC with 
unwavering support, Buhari will put 
Nigeria well on its way to weakening 
prevalence of corruption.

Perception is Reality

 Ostentatious displays of 
wealth generally inspire jealousy; 
such displays by government offi-
cials inspire suspicion if not outrage. 
In Nigeria, every “brazen display of 
wealth by public officials,” shows how 
politics has become a “big business.” 
Government officials are so corrupt 
that campaigning costs for office are 
perceptually regarded as “investments” 
that will yield returns upon election.xii 
The term “Fuerdai” describes the 
population of wealthy second-genera-
tion Chinese aging youth. Since these 
youth are expected to supersede their 
parents in running companies with 
invariably close ties to the govern-
ment, their reputations are crucial for 
the integrity of the Chinese Commu-
nist party. The Fuerdai, however, are 
infamous for their lavish displays of 
money—in some instances recording 
and posting to social media videos of 
themselves burning stacks of cash or, 
in a particular incident, adorning a 
dog with expensive watches. 
 Xi Jinping recognizes the 
harm such displays have on the pub-
lic’s faith in government responsibility 
and even, on one occasion, advised 
this second generation to “think about 
the source of their wealth and how 
to behave after becoming affluent.”xiii 
With an anti-corruption unit as am-

munition, suggestions like these are 
akin to telling corrupt officials to take 
the targets off of their backs—a lesser 
visible presence of corruption can 
reduce its social acceptability, and in 
turn, change the tide of both opinions 
and ultimately and more lasting, on 
behaviors. If Buhari wants people to 
respect the authority and morality of 
the laws of the Nigerian government; 
he would earn some of those points by 
discouraging displays of grandeur by 
the wealthy elite (and public officials) 
which are perceived by many to rep-
resent the successes of those who have 
dared to exploit the country through 
means of corruption. While some may 
argue that discouraging lavish dis-
plays of wealth amounts to sweeping 
corruption under the rug, pursuing 
a modest image with undertones of 
a more just administration may win 
political support Buhari’s cause—even 
at the expense of transparency. 

The Purpose of Government: People 
First

 Among other factors, 
Nigeria’s corruption is caused by an 
unequal distribution of wealth and 
by the fact that many view holding 
political office as a primary means of 
gaining access to government wealth 
and resources rather than an oppor-
tunity to serve their fellow country-
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men.xiv If we accept this premise, then 
it is apparent that to get at the founda-
tions of corruption, Buhari will need 
to keep the impoverished foremost in 
mind and reduce wealth-creation in 
politics—a challenge, to say the least. 
Buhari’s anti-corruption campaign 
should reflect his status as representa-
tive for the majority, and not simply 
reroute capital from the arms of one 
corrupt official to another. 
 Xi Jinping sees corruption 
as an agent of economic decline and 
that economic decline contributes to 
an unequal distribution of wealth and 
consequently, opportunism through 
avenues of political corruption. By 
identifying the problems and working 
to eradicate them with a prioritized 
moral compass, the battle against cor-
ruption would be fought with ever-
more voracity and deliberation. With 
these principles, as Xi has, Buhari 
would win the hearts of the people 

and see moral energy reflected in the 
accomplishments of his crusade. A 
leader with a good-conscience spreads 
those sensibilities to the people—and 
those who are not receptive to this re-
form will be forced to adapt or expect 
to suffer the consequences. 
 Corruption is a multi-faceted 
problem that stems from the inade-
quacy of the state to address economic 
deficiencies. Inequality and instability 
chip away at the health of the social 
and political systems within a state, 
especially when the government 
evidences no intention of solving these 
problems. Corruption develops out of 
circumstances which compel people 
to make dishonest choices, so prevent-
ing it starts with investing in the youth 
and extends to effective governance 
by the state. Facilitated by the pres-
ence of so many negative symptoms, 
the sanctity of aspects of a ‘good life’ is 
violated to the point where morality is 

irrelevant and those who do not seize 
these destructive opportunities will 
lose out.

Hope for the Future

 Xi Jinping’s campaign against 
corruption is far from assured, so he 
makes a regular effort to explain his 
actions, their implications, and how 
and why they are necessary to the 
service of China’s future, as well as 
its present institutions. Muhammadu 
Buhari must come out in the same 
way to provide the intellectual case for 
honest and transparent governance, 
and stress the benefits of which to the 
society and who whom it serves. Once 
school children are as adept at explain-
ing these values as he, and only then, 
will Nigeria’s future without corrup-
tion be as promising as Buhari hopes 
to deliver within the confines of his 
limited term and administration.
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As South Africa continues to 
contend with post-apartheid 
inequality, educational and ra-

cial movements have become increas-
ingly prevalent. The 1994 legal end to 
apartheid, giving governing power to 
the African National Congress, ended 
a decades-long institutional segrega-
tion along racial lines.i This end to 
apartheid serves as an historical exam-
ple of nation-state nonviolent conflict 
resolution.ii While the resolution holds 
today, the effects of apartheid-era 
inequality continue to disenfranchise 
the black citizen majority in areas such 
as housing, healthcare, and education. 
These effects situate a larger oppor-
tunity gap for black South Africans, 
supporting a larger economic real-
ity which sees the national economy 
growing at a low 2% annually, few 
investments, and over 30% unemploy-
ment.iii

 On March 9th, 2015, young 
people at the University of Cape Town 
drew international attention with a so-
cial media-based, racial justice move-
ment, Rhodes Must Fall, which called 
for the removal of a statue of colonial-
ist Cecil John Rhodes at the university. 
At Stellenbosch University in 2015, 
students pushed for a curriculum cen-

tered on the English language, shifting 
away from a curriculum that uses only 
Afrikaans, a language evolving from 
Dutch colonialism.iv In the same year, 
nationwide protests forced the South 
African government to deconstruct 
their plans for a higher university 
entrance fee, a policy that would have 
hit black South Africans particularly 
hard.v At the same time, a growing 
conversation on university campuses 
casts a critical eye at the historically 
underfunded, ineffective primary and 
secondary school systems.  
 Mobilization to express these 
inequalities is the result in these cases 
of the ability of students to identify 
the legacy of colonialism within their 
struggle, and to contend with a South 
Africa that remains deeply segregated 
by the systemic legacies of oppression.
vi More than twenty years after the 
end of legal apartheid, socioeconomic 
inequalities prevent black and colored 
students from the same basic oppor-
tunities as white students. While this 
conversation has received attention 
at the level of university education, 
the educational opportunity gap in 
South Africa affects black and colored 
students at all ages.vii

 The racial inequality within 

school systems begin with mother 
languages in primary schooling and 
continues through secondary and 
tertiary education, creating a dispar-
ity that follows students into the job 
market., This pattern links deeply 
structural economic inequality with 
segregation along racial lines. In public 
school, classes are generally taught in 
English. As a majority of black South 
Africans speak Zulu or Xhosa as their 
first language, English is often intro-
duced with primary schooling where 
a majority of white students speak 
English as their first language. Rajend 
Mesthrie at the University of Cape 
Town describes the view of English as 
“the best way forward,” a popular view 
that asks black South Africans to as-
similate via language in order to keep 
up in the classroom.viii 
 But the reality is com-
pounded by further understanding of 
inequalities in the classroom. Teach-
ers in schools formerly designated for 
black children work an average of 3.5 
hours a day, compared to 6.5 hours in 
the former white state schools. Also, 
structural unemployment is a direct 
result of this education inequality for 
black students.ix In 2008 1.4 percent 
of working-age blacks had completed 
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university, while nearly 20 percent 
of working-age whites had a degree, 
according to an OECD report.x The 
government of South Africa has failed 
to provide adequate education for its 
black citizens and has compounded 
that failure by not providing propor-
tionate vocational trainings for black 
workers looking for job-specific skills. 
“There are a huge mass of black people 
with access to the labor market, but 
without the skills to take up those 
jobs,” Brookings Institution’s Julius Ag-
bor says. The result is a “fundamental 
productivity gap” between black and 
white citizens.xii 

 

South Africa’s national growth has 
declined in the last couple of years, to 
just 1.5% in 2014.xiii This growth has 
been characterized by its extremely 
uneven distribution, perpetuating 
inequalities.xiv One quarter of the 
workforce is unemployed, and the rate 
is significantly higher among black 
youth.xv Unemployment and poverty, 
an enduring legacy of apartheid, re-
main among the highest in the world. 
The key factor of apartheid is the pre-
vention of black African and colored 
citizens from accumulating capital in 
any form. This inequality eliminates 

employment opportunities for those in 
marginalized communities.xvi Educa-
tion remains one of the critical factors, 
where those who have attended high 
school, but failed to attain their grade 
12 certificate are the most at risk. Even 
those with post-secondary education 
see the effects of a nation-wide unem-
ployment rate which is disproportion-
ately affecting the youth population.xvii 
 An individual’s age is a large 
contributing factor in employment 
inequality of South African citizens 
relative to other middle-income 
countries. South African youth are 
finding it harder and harder to find 
employment. While being young and 
residing in townships, informal settle-
ments, and rural areas have been large 
indicators of joblessness, being female 
and non-white increasingly correlates 
with unemployment and underem-
ployment.xviii Although today, South 
African university students fight for 
English language education, a decolo-
nized curriculum, and lower tuition 
fees, these barriers to education have 
already disenfranchised many black 
South Africans.xix

 While recognizing the 
importance of the Rhodes Must Fall 
movement and others like it within 
South African universities is impor-
tant for change, these movements 
are most beneficial to the conversa-
tion on reform when they are posited 
within a larger discourse on education. 
Focusing on racial justice, language, or 
class dismisses the multiple dynam-
ics at play, and prevents a necessary 
intersectional approach to combating 
inequality. As we have seen, the youth 
of South Africa are most impacted by 
growing racial and economic inequali-
ties, and black and colored students 
must navigate a system built against 
them to gain the tools and social 
capital necessary to succeed in the 
country’s struggling market economy.
 Spatial and language bar-
riers continue to place the youngest 
students at a disadvantage and rally 
university students to action. Just as 
university students demand the atten-
tion of the nation, the most marginal-
ized of society demand educational 

Source: Ntentema / Wikimedia Commons

“Rhodes Must Fall” activists on November 22, 2015 at the University of 
Cape Town
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reform. While South Africa doesn’t 
have the financial means to spend sig-
nificantly more on education reform, 
their measures of growth indicate they 
must do so to remain on an economic 
footing with other emerging powers.xxi 
Reimagining the role of education, 
alongside well-established systems 
like annual repertory grants given 
to black and colored citizens by the 
government, building infrastructure, 

and a national review of patterned 
police brutality targeting especially 
black communities, must begin 
with the black majority.xxii Reforms 
which do not cater to the structurally 
marginalized reinforce the legacy of 
apartheid. The instability of this pas-
sivity and uncritical reflection in the 
post-desegregation of schooling helps 
contribute to the state’s failing econo-
my. Simply calling to remove a statue 

at the University of Cape Town, or to 
redistribute government funds to pri-
mary education, does not come close 
to solving the issues South African 
contends with surrounding education. 
These movements are, however, the 
start of a necessary dialogue for South 
Africa’s economic, and social, future.
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Although today, South African university students fight for 
English language education, a decolonized curriculum, and 
lower tuition fees, these barriers to education have already 

disenfranchised many black South Africans.
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In the past two decades, European 
nations and the U.S. have been 
engaged in a tug of war between 

two opposing forces: the medical 
needs of a growing, aging population 
and the rising costs of needed services. 
To provide necessary care, the increase 
of global spending on medicine has 
intensified. From 2013 to 2015, the 
annual growth of health spending 
increased from 2.8 to 8.5 percent.i, ii 
As countries are faced with increasing 
fiscal pressures, a few have responded 
with innovative policies to control the 
cost of healthcare while providing a 
high quality of care. 
 Even though the U.S. spends 
about 2.5 times as much per capita on 
medicine as other developed countries, 
it is either slightly below or on par 
with its peers on multiple important 
health statistics.iii So, how do European 
countries provide comparable health-
care at a fraction of the cost? A look 
at the British, German, and French 
health systems can offer some insights. 
In all three countries, multiple levels 
of policies are in place to address the 
two major causes of rising costs: a lack 
of oversight on spending and reim-
bursements of unnecessary treatments. 
These measures are paired with checks 
and balances that require a high level 

of medical care. The British and Ger-
man policies serve as examples of 
long-term cost control, while France 
demonstrates how targeted programs 
can quickly curtail growing expendi-
tures.iv  
 The UK has historically had 
the one of the cheapest healthcare 
systems, as a share of GDP, of the Or-
ganisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) countries.v 
The country was the first to institute a 
single payer system under the Na-
tional Health Service (NHS) in 1948. 
Over the past ten years, its healthcare 
system was ranked first in the world 
in key aspects such as quality, access, 
and efficiency of care by comprehen-
sive studies.vi Maintaining such a high 
quality of care while spending around 
half of what the U.S. spends on health-
care warrants taking a closer look. 
 The English system is based 
on cooperation between the national 
and local level. Firstly, an annual 
budget is established every three years 
to set a health spending cap.vii Each 
regional level receives their own 
budget from the NHS.viii Local clinical 
commissioner groups (CCGs), which 
are made up of all regional general 
practices, manage medical care based 
on the budgets. These groups focus on 

providing high quality care in hospi-
tals, urgent care centers, and rehabili-
tation locations.ix  
 The NHS in turn closely 
oversees both the financial and medi-
cal performance of the CCGs. Per-
formance indicators designed on the 
national level assess care quality of 
each group. Each CCG’s performance 
indicator report is made available to 
the public.x Because demand for treat-
ments in a locale will drop if ratings 
are low, providing better care is incen-
tivized by the system. The cooperation 
between the national and local levels 
prioritizes the health of English citi-
zens while keeping a tight lid on costs. 
In tandem with these policies, the 
NHS closely works with pharmaceuti-
cal companies to set prices for drugs.xi

 An additional level of cost 
control was established with the 
founding of the National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence (NICE) 
in 1999. Its purpose is to improve the 
effectiveness of the UK’s healthcare 
system. Specifically, the body analyses 
the opportunity costs associated with 
new technologies and pharmaceuticals 
and makes clinical recommendations 
based on the results.xii It also provides 
proactive scrutiny on wasteful proce-
dures.xiii NICE uses quality-adjusted 
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life years (QALY)-or a measure of 
how long a treatment extends the life 
of a sick patient per unit of money-as 
its primary metric for assessing the 
benefit of treatments.xiv QALY also 
takes into account the quality of life 
led by patients in those extra years of 
life. The organization’s actions serve 
to move England and the UK towards 
cost effective treatments by focusing 
on options that truly benefit patients. 
 The combination of federal 
oversight and attention to effective 
medical policies has allowed the U.K. 
to provide world class healthcare at a 
lower cost than most other developed 
countries. 
 The German healthcare 
system is similar to both the Afford-
able Care Act and the British system 
in many ways. The nation covers all 
residents through the use of non-profit 
“sickness funds” and private insurance 
providers. The former is the Ger-

man version of public healthcare and 
covers 83% of the population. Private 
providers, which mainly cater to the 
rich, allow for choices similar to the 
pre-Obama care insurance model.xv 
 In an interview with Mckin-
sey and Company, Franz Knieps, the 
head of the German Federal Ministry 
of Health (GFMH) outlined the basic 
principles of his country’s healthcare. 
He affirmed that the two primary goals 
are to provide universal healthcare and 
not spend beyond the allocated health 
budget. In order to execute the second 
goal, the GMFH institutes policies at 
every level of the system.xvi It essential-
ly controls costs by employing a more 
comprehensive version of Britain’s 
spending scheme. 
 The GFMH establishes an 
overall budget at the national level. 
Regions receive their own budgets, en-
suring that all healthcare groups from 
the local level to the national level 

know how much they can spend. In 
addition, the ministry sets prices for all 
medical procedures conducted by clas-
sifying services into Diagnosis Related 
Groups (DRGs). All acute hospitals in 
Germany are reimbursed according to 
the amounts set by DRGs.xvii 
 To further control costs, in 
2011 Germany imposed maximum 
reimbursement caps for all forthcom-
ing drugs based on their therapeutic 
value. The primary intent for this 
policy was to incentivize innovation 
from pharmaceutical companies. The 
legislation used government over-
sight to achieve the goal. A federal 
joint committee separates drugs into 
“therapeutic classes” based on active 
ingredients and medical effects. Then, 
government reimbursement values are 
assigned to each class.  Applications 
for price increases by pharmaceuti-
cal companies are only accepted with 
drugs that improve therapeutic effects. 
Patients using more expensive drugs 
have copayments to cover any cost that 
exceeds the reimbursement value.xviii 
This process cuts waste on unnecessar-
ily costly drugs and requires pharma-
ceutical companies to produce novel 
drugs that are truly more effective.
 The French have taken similar 
steps to reduce healthcare expendi-
tures. The nation spends more per cap-
ita on healthcare than other European 
countries, but half as much as the U.S. 
Because the country provides universal 
healthcare, payment through taxation 
is compulsory for all citizens.xix The 
French system is not fully socialized, 
however, as private companies provide 
supplemental insurance. In regards to 
quality, multiple studies, including one 
by the World Health Organization in 
2000 and Ellen Nolte and C. Martin 
McKee have rated France as one of the 
best healthcare providers in the 

As healthcare spending continues to rise in developed countries without 
guaranteed improvements in care, it becomes ever more important to adopt 
successful policies and practices
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world.xx In recent years, however, the 
nation has faced an increasing health 
budget deficit.xxi

 Faced with rising costs, the 
government passed key reforms in 
2014. Legislation focused on control-
ling generic drug prices, centralizing 
purchasing, and reducing testing 
redundancy.xxii The primary reform in-
cluded removing over-reimbursement 
for over 600 drugs and transitioning 
towards generic pharmaceuticals. This 
was an expansion of the 2012 “generic 
vs third party” scheme, which did 
away with copayments for patients 
that agreed to generic substitution. For 
dynamic response to crises, if demand 
for a certain drug sharply rises in a 
region, the CNAMTS, the govern-
ment agency that insures all salaried 
workers, has the authority to intervene 
and temporarily reduce prices.xxiii 
These drug policies put together have 
cut $1.4 billion out of the $11 billion 
health deficit.xxiv

 In tandem with new drug 
policies, France also adopted a system-

ic change to healthcare administration. 
The government now has an expanded 
role in cost negotiation and reduc-
tion of redundant tests.xxv It engages in 
more intense price setting similar to 
Germany’s DRGs. To reduce unnec-
essary hospitalizations and promote 
cohesiveness between ambulatory and 
hospital care, in 2009, the Hospitals, 
Patients, Health, Territories, Reform 
Act introduced Agences Régionales 
de Santé (Regional Health Agencies or 
ARSs).xxvi 
 These reforms, all recently 
enacted, have had a significant impact 
on the French economy. The annual 
health insurance deficit has fallen from 
$14 billion in 2003 to $7.3 billion in 
2014.xxvii The concerted policies, fo-
cused mainly on streamlining existing 
high quality services, nearly halved the 
deficit in 11 years. 
 The unifying theme of Brit-
ish, German, and French cost control 
policies is the integration and coopera-
tion of healthcare providers and drug 
companies under federal policies. 

Legislation focuses on promoting ef-
fective treatments while cutting waste. 
The countries, which provide a similar 
or higher level of care than the U.S., 
are better at cutting excess spending 
on drugs and inducing coherence 
between federal expectations and 
regional spending. 
 The U.S. and other developed 
economies can learn from these poli-
cies, as it spent $1172 per capita for 
prescription drugs per capita – almost 
twice as much as France, Germany, or 
England.xxviii Because sky high prices 
lead to no foreseeable improvement in 
the quality of care, the aforementioned 
cost cutting policies would be effec-
tive in reducing costs without affect-
ing quality of life. The reforms from 
European nations can help the U.S. 
and others sharply decrease healthcare 
expenditures in the short term and 
maintain lower deficits for decades to 
come. 

 Europe
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Bye Bye Britain:

By Ravi Simon 

Britain has long had a conten-
tious relationship with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU). But now, a 

referendum on EU membership in the 
UK is set for the 23rd of June, 2016.i 
Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London, 
is the most recent major politician in 
the country to endorse a British exit, 
commonly referred to as “Brexit,” 
and recent polls show a narrow race 
between factions in favor and against 
the referendum.ii As June draws closer, 
so does the chance one of what would 
be one of the most important interna-
tional events of the decade: a European 
country leaving the EU.
 The referendum is largely 
the result of election year political 
maneuvering. As the 2015 parliamen-
tary elections loomed, Prime Minister 
David Cameron’s Conservative party 
was locked in a close race with the La-
bour party. To solidify his position on 
the right, Cameron made two strategic 
campaign promises. The first was a 
vow to renegotiate Britain’s member-
ship in the EU on more favorable 
terms. The second was a referendum 
on EU membership, meant to draw 
support from more conservative Brit-
ons and followers of the populist, far 
right, United Kingdom Independence 
Party (UKIP).iii The gambit worked 

and the Tories won by large margins at 
the polls. At the time, interest in Brexit 
was quite low, as most only wanted 
renegotiation of the terms of member-
ship. But a number of crises would 
change domestic perception of the EU. 
 The ongoing European mi-
grant crisis in particular has become 
a sticking point for many advocates 
of Brexit. As millions of migrants and 
refugees have streamed towards the 
EU, the flood of migrants has drawn 
intense domestic debate on how coun-
tries like the UK should balance their 
commitment to human rights and 
national identities. Many in the UK are 
afraid of immigration policies drafted 
in Brussels that might coerce the UK 
into accepting many more refugees 
than it might take otherwise.iv 
These fears are not unsubstantiated; 
although Britain was able to opt out of 
mandatory immigration quotas passed 
by the EU, others have been less lucky. 
Despite diplomatic protests, the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, Romania, and Slo-
vakia were all required to accept larger 
immigration quotas.v 
 In addition, many Britons 
view the EU response to the crisis as 
either ineffective or counterproduc-
tive. While the EU has mandated 
immigration quotas, some countries, 

such as Austria, have simply closed 
their borders.vi Meanwhile, Germany 
has invited up to a million migrants to 
resettle in the country. 
 Thousands of refugees 
continue to come by boat across the 
Mediterranean. Motivated by a potent 
mixture of xenophobia, practical fears 
about security, and concerns about 
assimilating and accommodating large 
numbers of immigrants, Euroscepti-
cism has grown considerably in the 
UK. This is especially true among the 
working class, which views migrants as 
threats to job security.
 The other predicament driv-
ing nationalist sentiment has been the 
European debt crisis. The crisis in the 
Eurozone has had large implications, 
both economically and structurally, for 
the UK. As economies in countries like 
Greece began to collapse under the 
weight of uncontrollable debt, multiple 
issues became apparent. For one, it has 
been a convincing sign of dysfunction-
ality in the EU. Response to the crisis 
has been muddled and often incon-
sistent, as the distribution of power 
between national and multinational 
actors exposed a lack of political will 
and efficacy from Brussels.vii If not 
for Angela Merkel’s leadership, many 
think Eurozone may have simply bro-

Euroscepticism Threatens EU Solidarity 
in June Referendum
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ken apart. 
 More troubling, however, is 
that many in the UK view the EU as a 
direct threat. In both the refugee and 
debt crisis, the EU has proved unafraid 
to subvert state sovereignty to solve 
the Eurozone crisis. By holding back 
stimulus packages and other forms of 
economic aid to states like Greece and 
Portugal, the EU has used economic 
leverage to push demands for austerity 
policies.viii These policies are often not 
only crafted by, but also beneficial for, 
only a few EU members, such as Ger-
many. Some economists, for instance, 
claim that it was EU membership that 
pushed Greece towards financial col-
lapse in the first place. By joining the 
Eurozone and ditching its native cur-
rency, the drachma, Greece consented 
into a system whose policies were 
designed to help the financial centers 
in Berlin more than Athens. The end 
result was the destruction of the Greek 
shipping industry, unrestrained bor-
rowing, and an overreliance on EU 
institutions to fix Greece’s economic 
problems.ix 

 In addition, many ques-
tion the legitimacy of the democratic 
institutions within the EU. Known as 
the democratic deficit, these objec-
tions have been raised by eurosceptics 
concerned about the accountability 
of institutions such as the European 
Commission and European Parlia-
ment to national populations. Low 
voter turnout in European elections is 
another issue of concern.x It is there-
fore unsurprising that many British 
consider it unjust for the EU to subvert 
the sovereignty of the UK, or even 
have the capability to do so. 
 These fears have largely been 
the driving force behind the popular-
ization of euroscepticism in the UK. 
Advocates of the “Vote Leave” cam-
paign argue that a Brexit will help the 
UK both domestically and globally. 
First, they believe that by leaving the 
EU, the British can renegotiate trade 
deals without being bound by EU 
regulations. Proponents of a Brexit 
believe this is likely, since Europe has a 
large incentive to keep London invest-
ing in and trading with its markets.xi 

Secondly, because the UK will be unre-
strained by EU policy, they can eschew 
regulations they don’t like, such as on 
health and safety, which slow econom-
ic growth. Finally, proponents argue 
that Britain can reinvest the rough 
equivalent of 500 billion dollars per 
week that it pays to the EU, and make 
substantial contributions to welfare, 
education, or the military.xii 
 Besides economic concerns, 
the UK could take control of its own 
immigration laws and decide which 
people to preference. Although this 
may mean compromising free entry 
for EU citizens, it would allow the 
UK to facilitate the immigration of 
other non-EU peoples. At present, as 
a result of open borders between EU 
nations, other countries can dictate the 
UK’s immigration policy. “Vote Leave” 
claims that once outside of the EU, 
Britain can join other international 
institutions and take seats at meetings 
as an independent nation with its own 
clout.xiii 
 Those against Brexit, howev-
er, have many responses to euroscep-
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While British PM Cameron wants to stay in the EU, the forces that kept him in power this past election may thwart 
his own strategy
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tics. First, by pointing out that nearly 
half of all British trade is with the EU, 
they claim that a Brexit would risk 
the vital economic ties that currently 
sustain the British economy.xiv Rene-
gotiating every individual trade deal 
with the EU would almost certainly 
be less effective that actually being a 
member of that organization. Fur-
thermore, the EU may place punitive 
restrictions on deals with the UK as a 
deterrent against other countries exit-
ing. Because of this, Britain would ulti-
mately have to face higher tariffs and 
bureaucratic expenses. In addition, the 
350 million pounds which euroscep-
tics argue gets wasted is actually a 
highly profitable investment. Econo-
mists estimate that access to the EU’s 
internal market grants the UK 3,000 
pounds per household, a net profit.xv 
Finally, in regards to regulation, hav-
ing a single code for health and safety 
across Europe incentivizes economic 
cooperation, improves business, and 

simplifies systems used by consumers 
and workers.xvi 
 In regards to international 
interests, from anti-piracy to counter-
terrorism, the UK and EU have almost 
identical outlooks. And even in re-
sponse to immigration concerns, anti-
Brexit advocates claim that leaving the 
EU would not reduce the underlying 
causes of immigration, and instead 
would make the process of entering 
and exiting the country more compli-
cated. Furthermore, EU representation 
gives the UK more clout because of the 
enormous size and scale of its orga-
nizations.xvii For these reasons, those 
against a Brexit assert that Britain can 
work within the system to implement 
reforms and make certain the EU 
operates in its interests. 
 Cameron has emerged as the 
most vocal proponent remaining part 
of the EU, but walks a thin line, using 
the popularity of euroscepticism as 
leverage in talks while simultaneously 

trying to use the talks as proof of suc-
cessful cooperation with the EU. Cam-
eron’s negotiations with Donald Tusk, 
President of the European Council, 
and others have been an effort to get 
the EU to accept special exemptions 
on certain regulations and policies for 
the UK. One demand, for example, is 
for a special “handbrake” option for 
Britain to refer controversial regula-
tion to a special meeting of EU 
leaders.xviii 
 If Cameron’s strategy works, 
the UK will remain in the EU, Eu-
rope will be forced to accept Britain’s 
demands, British citizens will have a 
say in their place on the Continent, 
and the Conservative Party’s election 
strategy will have paid off. If all does 
not go to plan, though, and the euros-
ceptics gain enough momentum going 
into the June referendum, there may 
be profound implications not only for 
Britain, but the future viability of the 
European Union as well.

Cameron… walks a thin line, using the popularity of euros-
cepticism as leverage in talks while simultaneously trying to 
use the talks as proof of successful cooperation with the EU.

 Europe
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Until recently, the Zika virus 
was a rather obscure virus 
with little research focused 

on it. After a major outbreak of the 
virus in Brazil in May 2015, there have 
been reports of its spread throughout 
the Caribbean, Central America, the 
Pacific Islands and South America.i 
The virus has garnered a great deal of 
international attention, largely because 
it had been relatively non-existent in 
the Western hemisphere until these 
outbreaks, and because it is only now 
that researchers are seeing a possible 
connection between the virus and 
serious birth defects. The latter is due 
to an overlap between mothers who 
became sick with the Zika virus while 
pregnant and those who gave birth to 
babies with microcephaly, abnormally 
small heads.ii The lack of complete 
knowledge about the modes of trans-
mission of this disease, and what can 
be done to best treat its possible ef-
fects, has created panic throughout the 
Americas. The concern is especially 
great given that people from all over 
the world will be traveling to Brazil, an 
epicenter of the outbreak, for the 2016 
Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.iii

 Details about the virus, 

including how contagious it is and 
its connection to birth defects, have 
not yet been fully confirmed, but the 
ambiguity has only contributed to 
the panic about the virus. The lack of 
information about and treatment for 
Zika are the major causes of the panic. 
These factors can be attributed to 
inadequate healthcare systems in place 
in the regions where these outbreaks 
are occurring. Not only the outbreaks, 
but also the panic surrounding them, 
compromises states with poor health-
care systems and weak economies. In 
the Americas, countries are left vulner-
able partly due to a lack of economic 
incentives to research diseases. Also, 
conditions in poorer countries make 
them more likely to become breeding 
grounds for disease. 
 The Zika virus was first 
observed in the late 1940s in the Zika 
forest of Uganda.iv The immediate 
symptoms of the disease were fever, 
skin rash, conjunctivitis, muscle and 
joint pain, and headache. Because 
these symptoms usually seemed 
mild and lasted less than a week, the 
virus did not attract much attention, 
especially given the more serious dis-
eases circulating in the area.v In 2013, 

national health authorities observ-
ing an outbreak in French Polynesia 
reported the possibility of the virus 
causing neurological and autoimmune 
complications.vi

 It was not until the most re-
cent outbreak in Brazil that a possible 
connection between the Zika virus and 
babies being born with microcephaly 
was observed. There is no treatment 
for this deformity. In about 15% of 
cases of microcephaly, an infant’s brain 
does not develop properly either dur-
ing pregnancy or the first years of life. 
These developmental disruptions have 
been shown to cause a range of com-
plications including developmental de-
lays, intellectual deficits, and hearing 
loss. Even when infants do not suffer 
microcephaly from Zika, there is still a 
risk of their suffering defects in vision 
or hearing, among other disabilities.vii

 The connection between the 
Zika virus and microcephaly has not 
yet been scientifically confirmed. But 
the current overlap between those who 
became sick with the virus and those 
who give birth to children with micro-
cephaly has been too large to ignore. 
Some researchers have questioned 
why the pattern was not been noticed 

The Socio-Economic Risk 
Factors that Culminated in 
the Zika Virus Outbreak

By Rebecca Leaf
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until now if there were indeed a causal 
relationship. One possible explana-
tion is that the areas where Zika virus 
outbreaks are most likely are also areas 
where the healthcare system is less 
capable of keeping an accurate enough 
record for international recognition of 
the pattern.viii

 This outbreak will be espe-
cially troubling for women, as many 
of these countries deprive female 
citizens of major reproductive rights. 
El Salvador, one of the countries with 
the virus, has a total ban on abortion. 
Also, since the Zika virus is believed to 
be connected to miscarriages, women 
who do miscarriage can be suspected 
of intentionally terminating their 

pregnancy and face criminal charges.
ix Also, many women do not have ac-
cess to safe means of ending an early 
pregnancy over risk of microcephaly. 
This reality has already caused many 
women to suffer even more from 
the outbreak than they would have 
otherwise. Authorities in Ecuador, Co-
lombia and El Salvador have advised 
against becoming pregnant,x but it will 
be difficult for women to follow this 
advice given the strict anti-abortion 
laws and limited sexual education.xi 
If this ban does prevent pregnancies, 
though, there could be severe econom-
ic harms, when in a decade or so the 
region’s work force may not be large 
enough to support an aging popula-

tion.
 International organizations 
such as the World Health Organization 
(WHO) have been prompted to evalu-
ate the preventative measures that 
were in place and how international 
organizations and countries responded 
to this current outbreak and to the 
Ebola outbreak. Also, the UN Panel on 
the Global Response to Health Crises, 
established in April 2015, recently 
submitted a report titled “Protecting 
Humanity from Future Health Crises” 
which made several recommendations 
to the UN in order to avoid future 
outbreaks.xii These recommendations 
include establishing better incentives 
for the research and development of 

 Latin America

Microcephaly, pictured above in a Brazilian infant, has increased dramatically where the Zika virus has spread
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treatments for diseases that mostly 
afflict those in poorer countries. In its 
report, the panel explains that there 
are currently many diseases affect-
ing billions of people in develop-
ing countries for which little to no 
research is being done, due to market 
mechanisms. Therefore, the panel 
recommends encouraging grants, tax 
breaks for research and development 
of treatments, prizes for accomplish-
ing research goals, advancing market 
commitments, and subsidization of 
research efforts. Also, to contribute to 
better detection of possibly threaten-
ing diseases, the panel recommends 
greater interagency leadership.
 Another issue brought up in 
the report is that impoverished nations 
are left markedly more vulnerable to 
outbreaks compared to wealthier na-
tions. The reasons for this include poor 
sanitation infrastructure, a lack of 
access to potable water, malnutrition, 
and low levels of health education.xiii 
As many in poor neighborhoods of 
Latin America do not have access to 

reliable piped water, they keep con-
tainers of water around their homes. 
These containers often act as breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes that carry the 
Zika virus as well as other serious dis-
eases such as dengue and malaria. To 
compound the problem, even access to 
effective bug spray is difficult to come 
by in many South American 
countries. xiv

 Aside from the immedi-
ate humanitarian concerns of this 
outbreak, experts have already pointed 
out the negative economic effects that 
this outbreak could have on the in-
volved countries. Most of the affected 
countries are already some of the 
poorest in the world. Countries like 
Brazil are extremely reliant on their 
tourism industry, but health officials 
in Australia, Europe and the U.S. have 
reported people returning from Latin 
America and the Caribbean with the 
disease. Due to this and the lack of in-
formation about the communicability 
of the disease, there has already been 
noticeable decline in travel company 

profits.xv

 If the measures recom-
mended by the panel are not taken 
into account, more resources will have 
to be directed towards relief efforts 
to provide healthcare for those born 
with these disabilities, as well as others 
suffering the other effects of the Zika 
virus and other contagions. Future 
expenses can be avoided if the pre-
ventative measures recommended are 
vigorously undertaken.
 Fortunately, the WHO re-
ports that a diagnostic test for the Zika 
virus is due to be completed soon. The 
World Health Organization does not, 
however, expect a vaccine to be intro-
duced for another several years.xiv 
As such, not only will this outbreak 
will have lasting deleterious effects on 
an entire continent, but also the risk 
factors that caused it will persist in-
definitely without direct international 
intervention.

Not only the outbreaks, but also the panic sur-
rounding them, compromises states with poor 

healthcare systems and weak economies

 Latin America

i. Zika Travel Information. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. February 26 2016. Accessed February 26 2016. 
ii. Casey, Nicholas. “Zika Virus in Colombia Presents Complicated Choice About Abortion”. February 15 2016. The New York Times.  Accessed February 15 2016.
iii. Vittor, Amy “Where the Zika virus came from-and why it’s such a big problem in Brazil”. January 27 2016. Business Insider.  Accessed February 23 2016.
iv. Vidal, John. “Zika forest:birthplace of virus that has spread fear across the world.” February 13 2016. The Guardian.  Accessed February 23 2016. 
v. Taylor, Adam. What’s really scary about the Zika virus are the things we don’t know.”February 17 2016. The Washington Post.  Accessed February 23 2016. 
vi. Beaubien, Jason. “Zika in French Polynesia: It Struck Hard in 2013, the Disappeared.” February 10 2016. npr.org.  Accessed February 23 2016. 
vii. Mcneil Donal Jr. Sain Louis, Cahterine & St. fleur, Nicholas. “Short Answers to Hard Questions About Zika Virus. February 24 2016. The New York Times.   Accessed February 24 2016. 
viii. McNeil, Donald G. JR. “Proof of Zika’s Role in Birth Defects Still Months Away, WHO Says”. February 19 2016. The New York Times.  Accessed February 23 2016. 
ix. Lakhani, Nina. “Zika-linked miscarriages pose jail risk for women in El Salvador, activists say”. The Guardian. February 12, 2016.  Accessed February 24 2016.
x. Tavernise, Sabrina “WHO Recommends Contraception in Countries With Zika Virus”. February 18 2016. The New York Times.  Accessed February 18 2016.
xi. Zimmerman, Jonatha.  “The World’s Problem with Sex Ed”.  New York Times.  March 9, 2015.  Accessed February 24 2016.
xii. Report of the High-level Panel on the Global Response to Health Crises. “Protecting Humanity from Future Health Crises”. January 25 2016. Released by the United Nations.  Accessed February 24 2016. 
xiii. Ibid.
xiv. Barbara, Vanessa. “Long Sleeves and Bug Spray in São Paulo”. February 18 2016. The New York Times.  Accessed February 23 2016.
xv. Margolis, Mac. “The Economic Cost of Zika Virus”. BloombergView. February 5, 2016.  Accessed February 23 2016.  
xvi. Chan, Sewell.  “Zika Virus Test is ‘Weeks, Not Years’ Away, WHO Says”.  February 12 2016.  The New York Times.  Accessed February 24 2016.

Rebecca Leaf is a senior at Brandeis majoring in International & Global Studies and Psychology. She is a contributing 
writer to BIJ.



BRANDEIS INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL   APRIL 2016 65

By Jesse Koklas

Early on in the presidential race, 
many laughed at the thought 
of a Trump presidency, and 

brushed off the possibility that he 
could gain the support of the Ameri-
can voters. Elected officials, intel-
lectuals, and people on the street 
were quick to dismiss him. On the 
one hand, the populist Trump figure 
may be a healthy thing for American 
domestic politics. On the other hand, 
he is a potential disaster for U.S. rela-
tions abroad. World leaders and ethnic 
groups across the globe have spoken 
out against the business tycoon, who 
has exercised no hesitation in making 
his disdain for Muslims, immigrants, 
and others perfectly clear. Regard-
less, he is doing something right, as 
his popularity among voters demon-
strates. So it is time to envision what a 
Trump presidency might look like, and 
take a closer look at its likely effect on 
U.S. relations abroad. 
 On the night of the Iowa 
caucuses, when Donald Trump led 
the Republicans and Bernie Sanders 
tied with Democratic favorite Hillary 
Clinton, CNN declared it a “bad night 

for the establishment.” Because of his 
‘outsider’ status, some have drawn 
parallels between Trump’s rise and that 
of Jeremy Corbyn, the recently elected 
leader of the UK Labour Party. While 
their politics may have nothing in 
common, the party climates in which 
they gained their popularity are quite 
similar.i Both the British Labour Party 
and the American Republican Party 
remained unchallenged in the 2000s, 
and then paid when the economy 
crashed right around election time. 
In the latest round of elections, both 
parties offered a slew of virtually 
indistinguishable, moderate candi-
dates: Burnham, Kendall and Cooper 
in Britain, and Walker, Perry, and Bush 
in the U.S. Leaders from both parties 
dismissed the outsiders from the be-
ginning, claiming their ability to draw 
the media would produce few results. 
For Corbyn, the opposite proved true, 
as he garnered more votes than all the 
other candidates combined.
 In each case, voters were 
tired of the status quo, tired of being 
told to accept their party’s favorites 
for loyalty’s sake. In the U.S., in the 

age of a ‘do nothing’ Congress, this 
should not come as a surprise. Trump 
artfully harnesses this frustration, 
yelling at the government and anyone 
who has ever been involved in it, like 
many citizens wish they could. This 
type of honest criticism should be a 
healthy thing for a country with an 
entrenched two-party system. Multiple 
parties demand negotiation—like a 
parliamentary system, where minor-
ity parties can influence policy. In 
principle, Trump’s challenge of GOP 
norms, activating droves of previously 
disillusioned voters, could help heal 
American gridlock. 
 On the other hand, if his 
approach serves to alienate U.S. allies, 
there may be more problems than 
solutions. European leaders have been 
particularly vocal in their disdain for 
Trump. While his racist rhetoric is 
disturbing, it is unclear how much 
of it would manifest in policy. What 
Europe should be worried about, how-
ever, is his rhetoric of U.S. protection-
ism. For Trump, this means making 
them pay for military and financial 
aid, as well as highly taxing trade. 

Trump’s Unfettered 
Populism and What It 
Could Mean for U.S. 
Foreign Relations

 North America
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 Trump takes his unpolished 
candor abroad with gusto; he readily 
calls out foreign leaders and shames 
entire countries. When asked about 
his stance on the dispute over Crimea, 
he said that Angela Merkel is “sit-
ting back so [the EU can] accept all 
the oil and gas that they can get from 
Russia.”ii He then went on to say that it 
is a European problem, and Germany 
should handle it, not the U.S. He also 
chastised her for how Europe has dealt 
with the Syrian refugee crisis, refer-
ring to her decision to let in refugees 

“insane.”iii 
 Europe’s security and pros-
perity has long been a core consider-
ation of American foreign policy. In 
recent years, this notion has manifest-
ed itself with strong bipartisan support 
in U.S. politics. For example, Obama’s 
support of a NATO mission to cut off 
smuggling routes into Europe through 
the Eastern Mediterranean received 
widespread Congressional acclaim. 
Similarly, the administration has 
looked to find a balance in its response 
to Russian aggression in Ukraine that 

both puts principal responsibility 
on the Europeans but also supports 
them with American power. Toward 
that end, Secretary of Defense Ash-
ton Carter recently announced that 
the U.S. would quadruple its military 
spending in Europe in 2017 to counter 
Russian aggression.iv Trump’s philoso-
phy sees such policies as the unnec-
essary giving away of American aid, 
without European reciprocity. There 
is some merit to his concern; if the 
U.S. becomes more active in European 
affairs without expecting European 

Trump’s campaign taps into the frustration of many citizens who want to “Make America great again”

While Trump’s protectionist policies may artificially pre-
serve American jobs, international trade would begin to 
slow, as it did in the 1930s, costing more in the long run.

Source: Slate.com
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participation, it could weaken future 
U.S. negotiating leverage. But while 
this critique implies that America’s 
interests are not completely separate 
from Europe’s, Trump believes the 
opposite. Trump holds that Europe 
should attend to its problems, and the 
U.S. to its own concerns. This would be 
a bad deal for America, and a bad deal 
for Europe, too. 
 Trump’s problem is not with 
intervention itself, but that America 
is not getting compensated for its 
heroism abroad. He wants to change 
the terms of international politics, and 
put a dollar amount on every political 
act. The U.S. acts as a ‘world police’ to 
protect U.S. interests abroad. Trump, 
however, views it a service that should 
be compensated. The U.S. makes a 
conscious decision to exert military 
might or provide aid to certain coun-
tries, but these commitments are not 
arbitrary. Through aid and security, 
the U.S. safeguards regional allies and 
global resources. Trump misses a stra-
tegic component to his foreign policy 
message, ignoring this reality of how 
nations determine their interactions 
with one another. 
 In a 1988 interview, Trump 
told Oprah Winfrey that Kuwait 
should pay the United States one 
quarter of their oil profits because the 
United States “makes it possible for 
them to sell it.” If he were President, 
he said, “The United States would 
make a hell of a lot of money from 
those nations that have been taking 
advantage of us.” In a 1987 letter, he 
wrote that the U.S. should tax” these 

wealthy nations, not America.”v The 
U.S., however, negotiates trade with 
these oil-rich countries that benefit all 
parties involved. These countries that 
are ‘taking advantage’ of the U.S. could 
happily find other buyers should the 
U.S. enact the taxes Trump proposes. 
While critics are quick to dismiss his 
bold, broad foreign policy agenda, it 
is clear that he has held these convic-
tions for years. While he certainly 
feeds off of the success he experiences 
with his supporters, he has amassed 
this following precisely because he 
is so unapologetically himself, and 
always has been. Presidential elections 
give the American people an oppor-
tunity to voice their foreign policy 
views through candidate support, and 
Trump’s popularity demonstrates that 
his aggressive policies, and stressing of 
American exceptionalism, hit a cord 
with a large portion of U.S. citizens.  
 What Trump is proposing 
is not new, and there are more than 
just a few issues that would arise if 
he tried to enforce this type of plan. 
He is not just speaking about nations 
increasing their defense spending or 
keeping the U.S. as some kind of rent-
a-military on retainer. He is talking 
about a substantial excise in exchange 
for protection. And it is unlikely that 
nations will accept the U.S. as some 
sort of neo-colonial security nanny. 
Although he claims to be pro-trade, 
it is near impossible to find one trade 
deal he supports. He considers NAFTA 
“a disaster” and believes the Trans-
Pacific Partnership (TPP) gives China, 
who he calls the “number one abuser 

of this country through currency 
manipulation,”vi an unfair advantage. 
The fact that China is not a part of the 
TPP, however, points to a basic lack of 
lack of trade knowledge on Trump’s 
part. 
 Trump’s trade vision in-
cludes increasing tariffs on imports 
and exports, and more bilateral trade 
deals. To be precise, Trump says he 
would implement a 20 percent tariff on 
all U.S. imports. He would use tariffs 
to “protect American jobs,” saying 
once that he would have imposed a 
35 percent tariff on all Ford Motors 
products if they shut down their plant 
in Detroit and moved to Mexico. This 
type of high tariff policy hasn’t existed 
in the U.S. since the Smoot- Hawley 
Tariff Act of 1930, which imposed high 
tariffs on over 20,000 foreign goods. 
While Trump’s protectionist policies 
may artificially preserve American 
jobs, international trade would begin 
to slow, as it did in the 1930s, costing 
more in the long run. 
 Trump’s popularity does not 
come from his sound policies or what 
he will do for the American people. 
But with an electorate frustrated by a 
Congress that drags its feet, and a two 
term President who cannot seem to 
do anything about it, it is not wholly 
surprising that Donald Trump is 
experiencing such success. But make 
no mistake; his foreign policy agenda 
would do the American people, 
American allies, and the international 
economy no favors. 
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